UCSF  Helicopter  Flight  Tests  Noise 


By  Kerry  Fleisher 

At  8:30  a m.  on  a Sunday  late 
last  month.  University  of  California, 
San  Francisco  (UCSF),  Mission 
Bay  Medical  Center  conducted 
their  much-anticipated  helicopter 
demonstration  flight.  The  flight 
enabled  neighbors  concerned  about 
the  noise  from  a proposed  helipad 
at  16th  and  Third  streets  to  record 
sound  levels.  An  associated  noise 
analysis  will  be  included  in  the 
helipad’s  environmental  impact 
report  (EIR),  which  is  scheduled  to 
be  issued  sometime  next  year. 

REACH  Air  Medical  Services 
Director  of  Aviation  Paul  Langlois 
simulated  the  take-off  and  landing 
of  three  possible  flight  paths  over 
the  yet-to-be  built  UCSF  medical 
building.  Under  the  primary  flight 
path  the  helicopter  arrived  from  the 
east  and  departed  west;  under  the 
alternative  flight  path  the  arrival 
was  from  the  east,  after  which  the 
helicopter  ascended  and  departed  to 
the  west  before  immediately  turning 


north;  and  under  the  secondary  flight 
path  the  helicopter  arrived  from  the 
east,  ascended  west  to  Highway  101 
before  turning  toward  the  bay.  The 
test  flight  lasted  roughly  15  minutes. 
With  the  aircraft  overhead,  media 
crews  scribbled  decibel  notations 
from  handheld  sound  meters, 
volunteers  manned  official  sound 
monitors  from  their  homes,  and 
residents  scattered  throughout  the 
area  assessed  the  noise  from  their 
doorsteps. 

After  months  of  community 
input,  the  UCSF  Helipad  working 
group,  which  includes  Mission  Bay 
and  Potrero  Hill  residents,  aviation 
consultants,  and  UCSF  staff,  chose 
to  launch  an  Agusta  109  medical 
helicopter,  which  is  one  of  three 
helicopters  REACH  uses  to  transport 
patients  to  trauma  care  facilities. 
Tennessee  Street  resident  Dan 
Cheetham  and  UCSF's  Transport 
Team  Program  Manager  Christa 
Thomas  flew  with  Langlois  and  his 

continued  on  page  22 


Photo  by  Retigcca  Sawyer 

REACH  Air  Medical  Services  lands  their  Augusta  109  medical  helicopter  after  the 
UCSF  test  flight  on  Sunday.  October  21st. 


Publisher's  View 

$1.5  Million  Developer 
Donation  Raises  Questions 


By  Steven  J.  Moss 

Part  One 

A not  quite  secret  agreement 
to  extract  mitigation  money  from 
a Showplace  Square  developer  has 
resulted  in  the  establishment  of  a 
$1.5  million  community  benefits 
fund,  with  the  monies  to  be  invested 
to  improve  the  Showplace  Square, 
Potrero  Hill,  and  Central  Waterfront 
neighborhoods.  But  a lack  of 
transparency  in  how  the  funds  were 
negotiated,  by  whom,  and  for  what 
purposes  has  cast  a shadow  over 
what  Some  residents  consider  to  be 
a heroic  effort  to  obtain  needed  cash 
for  community  nonprofits. 

The  funds,  which  are  being 
managed  by  the  San  Francisco 
Foundation,  were  donated  by  650 
Townsend.  LLC  as  part  of  a deal  to 
obtain  community  support  to  allow 
the  Townsend  Street  building  to 
convert  from  exhibition  to  office 
space  without  having  to  provide  the 
necessary  City-mandated  parking 
spaces.  Dogpatch  resident  Joe 


Boss  spear-headed  the  negotiations, 
with  support  from  District  10 
Supervisor  Sophie  Maxwell,  and  in 
consultation  with  other  community 
activists.  According  to  both  Boss 
and  Tony  Kelly,  President  of  the 
Potrero  Boosters  Neighborhood 
Association,  the  San  Francisco 
Planning  Department  wanted  the 
conversion  and  parking  space 
variance  approved  so  as  to  trigger 
a $6.5  million  developer  payment 
for  affordable  housing.  “[Acting 
Planning  Directorl  Dean  Macris 
wanted  the  affordable  housing  fees." 
said  Boss.  “The  variance  was  going 
to  be  approved  whether  we  liked  it 
our  not,” 

The  owners  of  650  Townsend 
have  long  wanted  to  use  the  building 
for  high-priced  office  space,  despite 
planning  rules  that  restrict  its  use 
to  production,  distribution  and 
repair.  In  the  late-1990s  more  than 
half  the  building  was  converted 
from  exhibition  space  to  “business 
services"  under  a controversial 
continued  on  page  20 


Crosswalk  Heroes 


By  Kerry  Fleisher 

Sonya  steps  out  of  her  corner 
apartment,  located  at  the  intersection 
of  Folsom  and  Cesar  Chavez  streets, 
at  8:20  a.m.  and  proudly  escorts 
her  four-year-old  son  to  Leonard 
R,  Flynn  Elementary.  At  8:30  she 
marches  right  back  to  the  same 
intersection,  adjusts  her  blindingly 
bright  yellow  vest,  sticks  out  her  stop 
sign,  and  proceeds  to  walk  the  next  60 
to  80  students  across  the  treacherous 


intersection,  much  like  a mother 
duck  would  guide  a brood  of  little 
ducklings  away  from  peril. 

“Cars  speed  around  here  all  the 
time.”  said  Sonya,  one  of  roughly 
100  crossing  guards  employed  by  the 
Department  of  Parking  and  Traffic  to 
help  elementary  school  children  cross 
busy  San  Francisco  streets.  “I’m 
always,  always  here  to  protect  them, 
ram  or  shine.”  continued  on  page  24 
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Crossing  Guard  Sonya  positions  herself  in  the  middle  of  Caesar  Chavez  Street  to 
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Editorials  - 

New  Legislation  Provides  the  Port  with  the 
Money  it  Needs  to  Make  Improvements 


By  Senator  Carole  Migden 

The  new  Third  Street  T-line 
is  another  accomplishment  in  the 
ongoing  revitalization  of  Third 
Street  and  its  adjacent  streets  and 
neighborhoods.  However,  when 
you  look  past  the  new  development 
on  Third  Street  towards  the  bay. 
too  often  you  get  a view  of  aging 
infrastructure  and  buildings  in 
disrepair. 


With  an  eye  towards  remedying 
this  situation,  the  Port  of  San 
Francisco  is  undertaking  a 10-year, 
$1.4  billion  capital  plan  to  address  the 
waterfront’s  need  for  long-delayed 
improvement  projects.  Among  the 
Port’s  projects  is  a massive  effort 
to  repair  39  pile-supported  pier 
structures.  80  substructures.  245 
commercial  and  industrial  buildings, 
more  than  three  miles  of  streets  and 
sidewalks,  and  other  assets,  such 
as  dry-docks,  cargo  cranes,  and  a 
railroad  track. 

There  is  approximately  $513 
million  in  funding  for  these  projects 
from  various  sources,  including 
pon  tenants,  the  Port’s  operating 
budget,  port  revenue  bonds, 
development  projects,  and  an 
Infrastructure  Financing  District 
bond.  Unfortunately,  that  leaves 
$837  million  worth  of  unfunded 
imorovement  projects  along  the 
waterfront,  including  plans  for  the 
Agriculture  Building,  Fisherman’s 
Wharf  and  piers  along  San 
Francisco’s  eastern  and  southeastern 


waterfront. 

In  order  for  the  Port  to  complete 
these  overdue  projects  to  revitalize 
Potrero  Hill’s  backyard.  I introduced 
Senate  Bill  (SB)  815  earlier  this 
year.  Recently  signed  into  law,  SB 
815  formalizes  land-use  agreements 
between  the  City  and  County  of  San 
Francisco  and  the  California  State 
Lands  Commission  (SLC). 

SB  815  allows  the  Port  to  lease 
or  sell  specific  properties  that  have 
been  determined  to  be  non-essential 
for  public  purposes.  This  legislation 
represents  a compromise  between 
the  Port’s  needs  and  the  concerns 
of  the  surrounding  neighborhoods 
related  to  overdevelopment,  I led 
negotiations  between  the  SLC,  the 
Port,  local  community  groups  and 
environmental  organizations  to 
forge  an  agreement  leading  to  the 
legislation. 

The  largest  project  in  the  Port’s 
plan,  and  one  of  particular  interest 
to  Potrero  Hill  residents,  is  Pier 
70,  the  historic  shipyard  located 
between  18th  and  22nd  streets,  east 
of  Illinois  Street.  Estimated  to  cost 
approximately  $338  million,  the 
Port’s  plans  include  upgrades  to 
salvageable  buildings,  demolition 
of  unsalvageable  buildings, 
environmental  remediation, 
improvement  of  street  and  utility 
infrastructure,  and  creation  of  an 
open  space  park  area  near  the  water’s 
edge. 

The  four  waterfront  lots  that 
will  be  affected  by  SB  815  are 
south  of  Market  Street  near  AT&T 
Park,  which  are  currently  leased  as 
parking  lots.  With  greater  options  for 
development  of  these  lots,  the  Port 
will  be  able  to  raise  the  necessary 
funds  to  complete  their  capital  plan, 
benefiting  neighborhoods  all  along 
San  Francisco  Bay.  I look  forward 
to  working  with  the  community  as 
we  continue  to  develop  and  revitalize 
San  Francisco’s  waterfront. 

State  Senator  Carole  Migden 
represents  Senate  District  3,  which 
includes  much  of  San  Francisco, 
Marin  County  and  a portion  of 
Sonoma  County 
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Saving  the  San  Francisco  Bay  through 
Community  Involvement 


By  Assemblyman  Mark  Leno 

Seven  years  ago  Crissy  Field 
was  transformed  from  a dilapidated 
former  military  site  to  a robust 
and  inviting  natural  attraction. 
Collaboration  between  the  local 
community,  volunteers,  and  the  city, 
state,  and  national  governments  was 
responsible  for  this  environmental 
success  story. 

With  this  in  mind,  we  know  we 
can  do  more  for  San  Francisco’s  too 
long  neglected  southeast  shore.  The 
southeast  waterfront  area,  stretching 
from  Dogpatch  through  Bayview- 
Hunters  Point  and  to  Candlestick 
Point,  is  among  the  most  polluted 
coastal  areas  in  the  San  Francisco 
Bay  Region,  In  fact,  this  year 
Yosemite  Slough,  which  is  just  north 
of  Candlestick  Point,  was  named  one 
of  the  Top  10  Bay  Trash  Hot  Spots 
by  the  nonprofit  organization  Save 
The  Bay. 

The  City’s  southeastern 
waterfront  contains  so  much  trash 
that  recent  clean-up  efforts  have 
removed  more  than  3,500  pounds 
of  debris.  While  a minor  amount  of 
this  debris  is  from  marine  activities, 
the  majority  is  from  litter  dropped 
on  streets,  parking  lots,  sidewalks, 
and  roadsides  throughout  Southeast 
San  Francisco.  Carried  away  by 
storm  water  runoff,  neighborhood 
litter  makes  its  way  into  the  Slough, 
the  Bay  and  the  Pacific  Ocean.  This 
debris  includes  everything  from 
cigarette  butts  and  plastic  bottles, 
to  large  items  like  appliances  and 
tires. 

The  problem  is  not  limited  to  San 
Francisco.  Marine  debris  is  seriously 
threatening  oceans  throughout 
the  planet.  Modern  litter,  largely 
consisting  of  food  "to  go"  containers, 
is  commonly  made  of  plastics  that 
don’t  decompose  in  the  environment. 
The  amount  of  non-biodegradable 
litter  is  increasing  with  indoor 
smoking  bans,  which  force  smokers 
outside,  the  replacement  of  high 
recycle  value  aluminum  cans  with 
low-value  plastic  bottles,  and  the 
ongoing  popularity  of  fast  food. 

Marine  debris  is  not  only  unsightly 
but  can  devastate  wildlife  and  water 
quality.  Automotive  chemicals  that 
are  washed  from  roads  by  rain  water 
cling  to  plastics,  which  breakdown 
over  time  into  smaller  pieces  that 
can  then  be  ingested  by  wildlife. 
Chemicals  that  would  have  been 
dispersed  in  water  are  concentrated 
into  a toxic  plastic  pill  that  can  not 
only  block  digestive  tracts  of  fish, 
marine  mammals,  and  birds,  but  also 
poison  the  food  chain. 


What  can  we  as  citizens  do  about 
this  pressing  problem?  Many  of  us 
are  volunteering  to  pick-up  trash  and 
refurbish  the  ecosystem  by  planting 
native  plants  in  the  Yosemite  Slough 
watershed  area.  The  City  and  the 
state  must  also  do  their  part  to 
protect  the  Slough  and  other  Bay 
Area  water  bodies  from  continuing 
contamination  by  stopping  litter 
before  it  gets  into  our  fragile  water 
resources.  To  that  end  I’m  pleased 
to  have  authored  a new  state  law. 
Assembly  Bill  1056,  which  will 
provide  our  state’s  Ocean  Protection 
Council  with  the  scientific  capacity 
to  tackle  tough  issues  like  marine 
debris  by  harnessing  $90  million  in 
Proposition  84  funds. 

Please  support  organizations  like 
the  Audubon  Society,  the  Coastal 
Conservancy,  and  California  State 
Parks  Foundation,  who  are  working 
to  secure  funding  for  wetlands 
restoration  around  Yosemite 
Slough.  The  San  Francisco  Bay 
Regional  Water  Control  Board, 
with  pressure  from  Save  The  Bay.  is 
currently  considering  requiring  local 


governments  to  remove  litter  from 
storm  water  run-off.  1 encourage  the 
Board  to  move  forward  with  these 
regulations. 

We  can  and  must  do  more  to 
clean-up  San  Francisco’s  southeast 
waterfront  and  the  Bay  from  a 
growing  amount  of  toxic,  non- 
biodegradable  trash  that  is 
contaminating  our  region’s  water, 
wildlife,  and  ultimately  ourselves. 

To  volunteer  for  Yosemite 
Slough  clean-up  efforts  contact: 
Save  The  Bay.  www.savesfbay. 
org,  510.452.9261.  If  you'd  like 
more  information  about  my  work 
to  creating  a safer  and  cleaner 
environment,  and  further  tips  on 
how  to  get  involved  in  coastal  clean 
up  efforts,  contact  my  San  Francisco 
office;  557.3013.  www. assembly. 
ca.gov/Leno. 
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Citizens  do  their  Best  to  Help  Community 


By  Tony  Kelly 

View  readers,  as  well  as  anyone 
who’s  watched  or  been  engaged  in 
Potrero  Hill’s  land  use  planning 
battles  over  the  years,  know  what 
a struggle  it’s  been  to  get  the  City 
to  require  new  development  on  the 
Hill.  Showplace  Square  and  Central 
Waterfront  to  pay  their  fair  share 
for  the  public  service  needs  they 
induce.  Recently  I was  involved  in 
the  neighborhood  opposition  that 
led  to  the  creation  of  the  Eastern 
Neighborhoods  Public  Benefit  Fund, 
a successful,  if  ad  hoc,  effort  to  obtain 
development-related  mitigation 
funds.  A few  responses  to  some 
questions  that  have  emerged  about 
the  creation  of  the  fund: 

• Opposition  to  the  rezoning 
of  a Showplace  Square  building 
that  ultimately  funded  the  Eastern 
Neighborhoods  Public  Benefit 
Fund  came  from  a wide  variety  of 
neighbors  and  activists  on  Potrero 
Hill  and  throughout  the  eastern 
neighborhoods,  including  members 
and  non-members  of  the  Potrero 
Boosters  Neighborhood  Association. 
As  a result,  acceptance  or  rejection 
of  the  concept  of  a locally-controlled 
public-benefits  fund,  or  any  other 
mitigation  measure,  was  beyond  the 
Boosters’  authority  to  do  on  their 
own. 

• I contacted  every  opponent 
of  the  building  rezoning  that  I knew, 
including  members  of  the  Boosters 
and  Dogpatch  executive  committees, 
members  of  Plan  Potrero  Hill,  other 
Hill  residents,  and  activists  in  other 
neighborhoods.  Every  opponent 
supported  the  concept  of  a locally- 
controlled  public  benefits  fund. 

• Time  constraints  imposed 
by  the  Planning  Department’s 
calendar  prevented  a longer  process 
to  get  neighborhood  consensus. 
Since  the  opinions  collected  were 
unanimous  and  the  opponents  were 
no  longer  opposed  to  the  rezoning, 
the  application  was  accepted  by  the 
Planning  Department  and  the  fund 
was  created. 


While  the  process  I outlined 
above  was  unfolding,  a Planning 
Department  staff  person  asked  me 
if  establishing  the  Trust  Fund  set  a 
precedent.  I responded  that  I sure 
hope  so.  The  precedent  I want  to  set 
is  that  all  development  of  Potrero 
Hill's  industrial  land,  all  rezoning 
and  construction  and  introduction  of 
new  uses  and  new  residents,  should 
contribute  to  the  improvement  of  a 
new  and  larger  Potrero  Hill,  with 
better  transit,  more  open  space, 
better  community  services  and  more 
opportunities  for  all  of  our  residents, 
rich  and  poor. 

In  the  case  of  this  particular 
project,  the  Planning  Department 
had  the  option  of  delaying  the 
building's  rezoning,  or  completing 
their  long-delayed,  long-studied 
program  of  public  benefits  for 
the  eastern  neighborhoods.  The 
Department  chose  to  do  neither,  and 
their  choice  forced  the  creation  of 
a new.  private  fund  to  mitigate  the 
effects  of  this  rezoning.  Until  the 
Planning  Department  takes  public 
impacts  seriously,  these  are  the  kinds 
of  choices  that  we  will  be  forced  to 
make. 

If  I’m  incorrect  on  anything  that 
you’ve  read  here  — or  if  anything  else 
on  the  Hill  concerns  you  — please 
feel  free  to  contact  me:  president® 
potreroboosters.org;  341.8040. 

And  here’s  some  news  from  the 
battlefront:  Supervisor  Ammiano’s 
legislation  to  establish  interim 
controls  for  the  City’s  eastern 
neighborhoods,  designed  to  stop 
Planning  Commission  approvals 
of  projects  that  don't  address 
neighborhood  impacts,  is  scheduled 
to  be  heard  at  the  Supervisors’  Land 
Use  committee  on  November  5th.  I 
hope  Hill  residents  join  me  at  this 
important  hearing. 

Tony  Kelly  is  the  President  of 
the  Potrero  Boosters  Neighborhood 
Association 
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Letters  to  the  Editor 


Helipad  Will  be  Noisey 


Dear  Editor: 

I live  in  a loft  at  Tennessee  and 
Mariposa  streets  and  I was  shocked  at 
the  incredible  noise  level  created  by 
UCSF  helipad  test  inside  our  home. 
All  the  windows  were  closed  and  the 
sound  reverberated  off  the  inside 
walls.  We  definitely  would  not  be 
able  to  sleep  through  this  noise  and 
I know  this  will  negatively  affect  our 
physical  and  mental  health,  as  well  as 
the  resale  (if  I could  sell  it  at  all)  value 
of  our  loft.  I had  a certified  real  estate 
appraiser  with  me  at  8:30  am  and  he 
confirmed  this  concern.  We  managed 
to  attend  a few  early  meetings  at 
UCSF  despite  our  incredibly  hectic 
schedules  but  stopped  going  after 


we  heard  that  the  proposed  helipad 
would  be  moved  to  the  16th  Street 
side  of  the  Hospital.  Naively,  we 
thought  this  would  help.  Now  that  we 
finally  have  first-hand  knowledge  as 
to  the  extent  of  the  damaging  noise 
levels  of  the  proposed  UCSF  helipad, 
we  want  to  ally  ourselves  with  any 
group  opposed  to  the  helipad’s 
location  near  the 
Dogpatch  area. 

We  are  not  opposed  to  the  heli- 
pad location  on  a pier  closer  to  the 
bay  (after  further  study),  although 
we  realize  that  UCSF  prefers  this 
not  to  happen. 

J Mullineaux 


Gift  Certificates  Available 


Centered  Body  Pilates 


601  Kansas  Street,  Potrero  Hill 
(415)  920-9133  www.centeredbody.com 


Acupuncture  can  help  with: 

• Stress  • Fatigue  • Colds  & Flu 

• Depression  • PMS  • Pain 

ACTCM  offers: 

• Acupuncture  & Chinese  Herbs 

• Shiatsu  & Tui  Na  Massage 

• Low  Income  & Student  Discounts 


American  College  of  Traditional  Chinese  Medicine 

450  Connecticut  Street.  San  Francisco.  CA  94107 
® (415)  282-9603  ^ 
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SF  SEWER  SYSTEM 

MASTERPLAN  PROjECT 


Attend  a workshop  to  discuss  alternatives  and  costs  to  fix  it 


Tuesday,  November  13  Wednesday,  November  14 

5;30pm  to  8pm  6pm  to  8:30pm 

Southeast  Community  Facility  1 145  Market  Street 

Alex  L Pitcherjr. Community  Room  1 st  Floor  Conference  Room 
1 800  Oakdale  Avenue 


Thursday,  November  1 5 

6pm  to  8:30pm 
Sunset  Recreation  Center 
28th  Avenue 
and  Lawton  Street 


Get  info,  eive  inout  at  sfsewers.ore 


San  Francisco  Public  utilities  Commission:  Your  Water,  Wastewater  and  Municipal  Power  Agency 
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Menu  Changes 


Short  Cuts 


After  25  years  of  serving  Potrero 
Hillians  one  of  18th  Street’s  few 
remaining  ma-and-pa  restaurants, 
San  Francisco  Bar-B-Que,  has  closed 
its  doors.  San  Francisco  Bar-B-Que’s 
retiring  owner  Jan  Pramuelphol  said 
she’ll  miss  the  "nice  and  friendly 
neighbors.”  The  new  owner,  Stewart 
Chen,  is  adding  the  Hill  to  his 
burgeoning  sushi  empire,  which 
includes  Skipjack  Sushi  in  Cow 
Hollow  and  Amberjack  Sushi  in 
Noe  Valley  and  Mill  Valley.. .In  other 
culinary  news.  Jocelyn  Bulow,  who 
owns  Chez  Papa,  Chez  Maman,  and 
Couleur  Cafe,  has  sold  his  Spanish- 
Moroccan-flavored  Baraka  to  Potrero 
residents  Justin  and  Michelle  Hughes 
Fear  not  Baraka  lovers,  there’s  only 
one  major  revision  in  the  works:  "to 
make  it  shine  again.”  according  to  an 
in-the-know  ex-waiter. . .one  of  Robin 
Brouillette’s  primary  financiers  has 
stopped  funding  the  new  fashion 
outlet  on  18th  Street,  next  door  to 
community-in-a-cup  Farley’s  Cafe, 
amidst  questions  over  unaccounted 
for  cash  and  an  ever-fluctuating 
business  model.  Sometimes  fashion 
doesn’t  pay. 

Power  Politics 

Now  that  they’ve  received  all  the 
necessary  government  approvals, 
Trans  Bay  Cable  LLC.  a.k.a.  Babcock 
and  Brown,  has  moved  like  a rabbit 
to  start  construction  on  their  53- 
mile  undersea  high  voltage  direct 
current  transmission  line  from  the 
City  of  Pittsburg  to  the  Dogpatch 
neighborhood-  B&B  has  secured 
financing  for  the  project,  and 
signed  a $150  million  construction 
agreement  with  Siemens  Power  and 
Transmission  Distribution,  Inc.... 
Meanwhile.  San  Francisco  Public 
Utility  Commission’s  (SFPUC)  more 
than  half-decade  long  struggle  to 
construct  a new  power  plant  in  the 
same  neighborhood  as  a means  to 
replace  the  existing  Mirant-owned 
facility,  continues  to  move  at  a turtle’s 


pace,  with  SFPUCommissioner 
Richard  Sklar  insisting  that  the  City- 
owned  combustion  turbines  aren’t 
needed  to  close  the  existing  power 
plant,  and  another  commissioner 
calling  the  situation  "vexing.”  More 
than  a dozen  Bayview-Hunters 
Point  and  Potrero  Hill  residents 
representing  the  Close-It  Coalition 
showed-up  to  oppose  the  peaker 
project  at  last  month’s  Department  of 
Environment  and  SFPUC  meetings, 
though,  except  for  one  particularly 
poetic  young  woman  from  the  Western 
Addition,  none  seemed  to  really  know 
much  about  the  project.  In  contrast 
to  the  vexed  commissioner,  Joe 
Boss,  who’s  frequently  mentioned  in 
this  particular  View  (see  below  and 
front  page),  thinks  the  situation  is 
quite  cut-and-dry,  and  passed-out 
fliers  to  Close-It  Coalition  members 
saying  “THIS  IS  THE  LESSER  OF 
TWO  EVILS...”  As  the  View  went 
to  press  anti-peaker  forces  were 
amassing  to  stop  a late-breaking 
push  by  Supervisors  Sophie  Maxwell 
and  Aaron  Peskin  to  endorse  the 
combustion  turbines  at  a Land  Use 
Committee  hearing;  as  well  as  a 
potential  final  vote  at  the  SFPUC  to 
do  the  same. 

Heli-Port 

Ubiquitous  Dogpatch  resident, 
community  activist  and  land  use 
consultant  Joe  Boss  is  apparently 
working  with  the  Port  of  San 
Francisco  to  develop  a helipad  that 
would  serve  both  San  Francisco 
General  Hospital  and  the  University 
of  California,  San  Francisco-Mission 
Bay  (UCSF),  eliminating  the  need 
for  two  separate  sites  within  a mile 
of  each  other.  Boss  asked  UCSF's 
helicopter  test  pilot  to  hover  over  Port 
property  on  16th  Street,  but  the  pilot 
declined  unless  the  Port  formally 
authorized  such  activity.  Boss  then 
told  UCSF’s  public  relations  staff 
that’d  he’d  get  the  needed  permission 
in  writing  from  his  Port  contacts.  Is 


Tired  of 
our  fabulous 
city  views? 


€U)at  Hill  Pizza 
now  delivers. 


Since  1975,  Goal  Hill  Pizzo  has  been  serving  our  (omous  sour  dough  pizzo  right 
here  on  Potrero  Hill,  We  now  otter  our  some  greet  fore  delivered  directly  to  your 
home  or  office  Whether  it's  a pepperoni  pizza,  o meolboll  sandwich,  or  pasta, 
we  now  run  it  hot  to  your  door  And,  after  all,  the  only  thing  better  thon  hot  pizzo 
tonight  is  cold  pizza  tomorrow  morning. 


; // 


Call  today  for  a 
Goat  Hill  Pizza 

974-1303 


Goat  mu  ^izza 


Meou  •roUuble  ul  wwv/  go«thJll))lxia.com 


there  anything  in  the  neighborhood 
Boss  isn’t  involved  in?  Up  until  now 
we’ve  discounted  rumors  that  he’s 
been  seen  taking  out  people’s  trash, 
and  directing  traffic  near  Showplace 
Square.... 

It’s  the  Principal 

Principal  Mark  Alvarado  joined 
Downtown  High  (Continuation) 
School  (DHS)  at  693  Vermont  Street 
this  fall,  and  has  already  been  won 
over  by  the  Hill’s  unflinching  activist 
spirit,  calling  the  neighbors  "stellar 
and  dynamic.”  Alvarado,  who  was 
previously  Buena  Vista  Alternative 
Elementary  School’s  principal,  has 
already  reverse-wooed  the  neighbors 
by  personally  scooping-up  teenage 
smokers  on  school  property  and 
putting  them  into  stop-smoking 
programs.  He  hopes  to  build  on 
Downtown  High’s  interactive  learning 
program,  which  consists  of  outdoor 
wilderness  training,  digital  film,  and 
environmental  projects.  Alvarado 
will  be  hosting  a community  coffee 
meet  and  greet  on  Friday  November 
9th  at  10  a.m.  at  DHS. 

Project  Projects 

With  a scanty  178  hits  in  the 
course  of  a month,  and  only  19 
online  signatures,  13  of  which 
are  anonymous,  the  Remove  the 
Potrero  Hill  Projects  website  and 
accompanying  petition  hasn’t  been 
as  rabble-rousing  a success  as  its 
creators  might  have  hoped.  The 
website.  www.removePHprojects. 
org,  tosses  democratic  discourse 
to  the  wind  - "There  is  no  time  to 
waste  with  further  academic  debates 
about  social  and  political  issues" 
- and  instead  uses  capital  letters  to 
make  its  point:  "This  is  a matter  of 
SAFETY/SAFETY  for  ourselves/and 
SAFETY  for  our  families.”  Perhaps 
the  lone  photo  of  a 1970’s  Pontiac 
and  vintage  Buick,  set  against  a 
rather  pastoral  shot  of  the  pink- 
hued  housing  projects  -New  England 
meetinghouse  meets  antique  car 
show  - wasn’t  the  best  PR  shot  for  a 
sensationalistic  campaign. 


One  Potrero  parent  was  given  a 
financial  and  emotional  karate  chop 
by  Naverrete’s  Black  Belt  Academy, 
located  in  allegedly  higher-class 
Noe  Valley.  After  enrolling  her 
six-year-old  in  the  school,  at  $150 
a month,  she  discovered  a number 
of  add-on  costs,  including  a $200 
enrollment  fee.  photograph  charges, 
and  a $50  testing  assessment  for 
each  new  belt.  When  she  called  to 
inquire  about  possible  discounts,  the 
Academy’s  owner  not  only  declined, 
but  chastised  her  for  not  paying  the 
hidden  fees  sooner.  Here  in  Potrero 
Hill  Shorin-ji  Ryu-style  karate  is 
offered  for  a nominal  fee  twice  a week 
at  Jackson  Park  Recreation  Center. 
As  another  Potrero  parent  advised, 
good  karate,  or  judo,  instructors 
aren’t  hard  to  find,  and  there’s  no 
reason  to  put-up  with  a rude  one. 

Little  Boxes 

Despite  protests  from  various 
local  newspapers,  including  the  View. 
the  Department  of  Public  Works  is 
insisting  that  all  chains,  wires,  and 
other  attachments  be  removed  from 
newspaper  racks,  and  bolts  be  used 
to  secure  the  boxes  to  the  sidewalk 
instead.  Most  boxes  are  attached  in 
some  fashion  to  something,  as  a way 
of  protecting  them  against  being 
kicked  to  the  street,  but  high-level 
political  officials  apparently  find  the 
chains,  and  even  slender  wires,  to  be 
an  eyesore.  They  aren’t  wrong,  but  the 
real  eyesore  is  the  boxes  themselves, 
which  are  usually  repeatedly  tagged 
with  unattractive  graffiti.  Such  is 
the  price  of  a freely  available  press. 
Low-cost,  artistically-designed  racks 
would  be  welcomed  by  publishers 
and  the  public  alike.  Perhaps  this  is  a 
job  for  Burning  Man.  which  was  able 
to  address  constant  arguments  over 
whether  or  not  bonfires  should  be 
allowed  on  Ocean  Beach  by  providing 
a series  of  unique,  mostly  attractive, 
fire  pits.... 

Got  something  worth  saying? 
We’re  all  ears,  or  eyes,  as  the  case  may 
be:  editor@potreroview.net. 


Thanksgiving  is  Thursday,  November22"'d 

NOW  Taking  Orders  For 

Thanksgiving  Turkeys 


Order  Early  for  Best  Selection 


Willie  Bird. 


$ 5.00  DEPOSIT  REQUIRED 
Orders  TAKEN  Until  1 l/l  8 
Phone  Orders  Accepted  ($  1o) 


1524  twentieth  STREET  • 282-9204  • POTRERO  HILL  • SAN  FRANCISCO 


6 


THE  POTRERO  VIEW  November  2007 


Bernal  Heights  Building  Design  Review  Board 
Offers  Model  for  Southeast  San  Francisco 


By  Lisa  Tehran! 

Residential  development  is  a hot 
topic  in  Southeast  San  Francisco.  The 
Planning  Department  hopes  to  rezone 
a large  portion  of  the  area  as  housing 
under  the  Eastern  Neighborhoods 
Community  Planning  Project.  The 
Potrero  Boosters  Neighborhood 
Association  has  grappled  with  a 
steady  rise  of  monster  homes,  which 
can  disrupt  neighborhood  character 
and  block  long-cherished  views.  And 
recent  construction  in  Mission  Bay 
and  Potrero  Hill’s  northern  slope  has 
prompted  concern  among  residents 
about  the  soulless  nature  of  new 
building  design. 

The  City’s  design  guidelines 
for  residential  construction  are 
rarely  enforced,  and  specific  design 
requirements  for  the  area’s  planned 
high-density  developments  have 
yet  to  be  formulated.  Given  this 
situation,  one  nearby  community, 
Bernal  Heights,  created  its  own  way 
of  policing  new  developments  design; 
design  review  boards  and  special  use 
districts.  Bernal  Heights’  special  use 
district,  which  was  created  in  1991 
as  a result  of  community  efforts  to 
curb  the  development  of  large  homes, 
imposes  general  design  specifications 
for  new  residential  development  in 
the  neighborhood. 

Well  before  the  special  use  district 
was  created,  irrl978  a group  called 
the  Bernal  Block  Club  conducted  a 
study  of  Elsie  Street  in  northwest 
Bernal  Heights.  The  Club’s  main  goals 
were  to  maintain  the  neighborhood’s 
character  and  composition  and 
promote  compatible  development. 
With  the  participation  of  more  than 
200  residents  and  architects,  the 
group  developed  a set  of  guidelines 
for  residential  reconstruction  and 
development. 

The  resulting  Elsie  Street  Plan 
has  since  been  applied  beyond  Elsie 
Street,  and  is  now  used  by  the 
Northwest  Bernal  Heights  Design 
Review  Board  to  evaluate  projects 
for  the  neighborhood’s  entire 
northwest  quadrant.  The  Board, 
which  meets  twice  a month  and 
consists  of  annually  elected  members, 
is  charged  with  reviewing  new 
construction  and  improvements  to 
existing  residential  properties  with 
an  eye  towards  how  well  they  blend 
in  with  surrounding  buildings.  Home 
owners  and  developers  must  submit 
their  projects  for  Board  approval 
before  they  receive  a building  permit 
as  part  of  an  open  process  in  which 
neighbors  are  encouraged  to  provide 
input. 

The  Elsie  Street  Plan  specifies  the 
design  of  residential  structures  with 
regard  to  curb  cuts,  front  setbacks 
and  side  yards,  landscaping  of  front 
setbacks,  street  trees,  building  bulk 
and  massing,  roof  lines,  fa(;ade 
elements  and  exterior  colors  and 
materials.  It  gives  examples  of 
design  elements  that  are  deemed 
inappropriate  and  those  considered 
acceptable.  For  example,  the  Elsie 
Street  Plan  requires  entryways  to  be 


"something  special  - a celebration 
- more  than  just  a front  door." 
Entryways  are  supposed  to  create  a 
transition  from  the  street,  and  special 
attention  is  supposed  to  be  given  to 
materials  and  design. 

Not  everyone  is  pleased  with 
how  the  Elsie  Street  Plan  has 
been  applied.  Home  owners  and 
architects  have  complained  about 
the  parking  requirements  and  how 
reductions  in  a building’s  mass  is 
determined.  Likewise,  applicants, 
particularly  residents,  are  sometimes 
unhappy  with  the  Review  Board’s 
recommendations.  Still,  working 
with  the  Review  Board  is  easier  and 
less  expensive  than  requesting  a 
discretionary  review  from  the  City, 
or,  worse  yet,  taking  a dispute  to 
court. 

The  Review  Board’s 
recommendations  are  typically 
adopted  by  the  Planning  Department. 
According  to  Paul  Stein,  who  chairs 
the  Board,  the  Planning  Department 
“appreciates  having  our  input  and 
takes  the  issues  that  we  bring  up 
very  seriously.”  The  Review  Board 
handles  roughly  a dozen  projects  a 
year  and  issues  letters  of  approval 
after  design  issues  are  vetted.  “There 
aren’t  many  projects  that  we  review 
that  don’t  get  these  letters.  I would 
estimate  that  no  more  than  three  or 
four  have  not  gotten  letters  in  this 
decade.”  Stein  explained. 

Stein  noted  that  if  developers  or 
property  owners  include  the  Review 
Board  in  the  early  stages  of  their 
planning  process  the  evaluation  need 
not  hold  up  a project.  But.  he  said.  “If 
the  owner  or  architect  waits  until  the 
last  minute  before  submitting  plans 
to  the  City,  it  could  hold  things  up 
for  a few  weeks,  or  longer,  if  there 
are  a lot  of  difficult  issues  to  hammer 
out." 

Stein  believes  that  the  Review 
Board  gives  ordinary  citizens  a way 
to  address  their  concerns  about  local 
construction  in  an  informal  way.  and 
avoids  the  expense  and  bureaucracy 
associated  with  City  processes.  “It  is 
confusing  and  intimidating  to  have 
to  file  Discretionary  Reviews  or  go  to 
hearings  during  the  workday  when 
you  might  have  to  wait  for  hours  for 
your  project  to  come  on  the  agenda,” 
he  said. 

Although  residents  don’t  get 
everything  they  want,  most  are 
pleased  that  there’s  a process  that 
benefits  the  community.  Architect 
Andre  Rothblatt  has  worked  on  more 
than  a half-dozen  residential  projects 
that  have  gone  before  the  Review 
Board.  He’s  had  positive  experiences, 
and  feels  that  the  Review  Board 
serves  as  an  important  mediator  for 
neighbors  that  may  have  concerns 
about  construction  projects.  "It 
does  not  add  conflict,  instead  it 
tries  to  resolve  things.  They  give 
suggestions,  but  there  is  some  good 
dialogue  and  they  are  open  and 
flexible.  It  is  obvious  that  you  should 
do  something  that  is  contextual  and 
complies  with  the  Elsie  Street  Plan.” 


he  explained. 

Joseph  Smooke,  Executive 
Director  of  the  Bernal  Heights 
Neighborhood  Center,  agreed. 
"We  think  what  they  do  is  really 
important.  Developers  and  architects 
often  ask  us  the  best  approach  for 
dealing  with  the  Review  Board.  The 
criteria  they  work  with  is  very  clear 
and  the  process  is  transparent  and  in 
general  I think  the  group  is  achieving 
the  goals  of  the  plan.” 

Potrero  Hill  resident  and  architect 
Kepa  Askenasy  would  prefer  to  see 
design  requirements  codified  in  the 
Planning  Code  rather  than  establish 
a Potrero  Hill  review  board,  partially 
because  her  experience  working  in 
Bernal  Heights  was  not  positive. 
“As  an  architect,  I found  the  Review 
Board  to  be  obstructionist  in  terms 
of  good  design  and  lacking  any 
pre-visualization  skills,  even  with  a 
model.  One  of  the  pitfalls  of  this  sort 
of  group  is  that  you  can  get  people 
with  no  design  skills  on  the  board,” 
she  said 

Rothblatt  doesn’t  like  the  idea 
of  creating  a Potrero  Hill  review 
board  either.  He  explains,  "It  is  a 
slippery  slope  when  you  have  design 
review  boards  try  to  dictate  style.  It 
is  a balancing  act  because  you  want 
scrutiny,  but  you  don’t  want  it  to 
be  far-reaching.”  He  noted  that  the 


City's  new  pre-application  meeting 
process  forces  project  sponsors  to 
meet  with  their  neighbors  before 
a plan  is  submitted.  He  thinks 
that  that  process  can  provide  an 
effective  means  of  working  with  the 
community  to  ensure  outcomes  with 
which  everyone  can  live. 

Still,  like  many  residents 
Askenasy  is  not  happy  with  how  the 
Hill’s  northern  slope  and  Showplace 
Square  area  are  being  developed.  “I 
would  start  at  the  macro  and  look 
at  the  street  space  and  focus  on 
creating  livable  spaces.”  she  said. 
“Things  need  to  be  at  human  scale 
so  you  have  a sense  of  the  domestic 
scale  versus  the  commercial  scale. 
New  construction  is  so  stripped  of 
humanness  and  warmth.  If  things 
are  well  designed  then  people  would 
embrace  new  architecture.” 


Sunnyside 

Gardening  & Iree  Care 

.Monthly  Maintenance 
Hauling 
Yard  Clearing 

415.810.6807 
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The  Curbside  Ethicist 


Q:  For  the  past  several  years 
I've  had  my  car,  a 1999  Mitsubishi 
Galant,  serviced  and  repaired  by  a 
Potrero  Hill  mechanic.  A friend  who 
used  to  work  at  the  shop  originally 
recommended  it  to  me.  Recently  my 
mechanic  suggested  I have  a system 
flush,  in  which  the  car’s  engine  is 
flushed-out  and  replaced  with  new 
fluids.  She  argued  pretty  strongly 
for  it,  saying  it  would  extend  my 
car’s  life.  Though  it  was  expensive  it 
seemed  like  a good  idea  to  me.  After 
I had  it  done  and  paid  for  it,  I asked 
my  friend  who  used  to  work  with 
the  mechanic  about  this  service,  and 
he  told  me  that  he  thought  I'd  been 
sold  something  I really  didn’t  need. 
The  shop  has  a reputation  for  doing 
low  cost,  quality  work,  but  now  I’m 
wondering  if  that’s  true.  Should  I 
talk  to  my  mechanic  about  this?  I 
don’t  know  much  about  cars,  and  I 
don’t  want  to  name  my  friend  who 
used  to  work  there.  I’m  not  sure 
what  to  do,  but  am  disappointed  and 
somewhat  poorer  as  a result  of  this 
experience. 

A;  We  all  want  our  mechanics  to 
be  truthful;  and  I’m  hoping  yours  was. 
You  need  to  decide  whether  you  prefer 
to  patch-repair  your  car  as-needed, 
or  to  invest  in  preventative  measures. 
Your  car  mechanic  probably  believed 
that  a system  flush  would  extend  your 
car’s  life,  and  maybe  it  will.  Your 
friend,  on  the  other  hand,  may  have 
a more  fix-it-and-get-back-on-the- 
road  approach.  To  determine  whether 
the  mechanic  sold  you  a service 
you  didn’t  need,  contact  mechanics 
from  other  local  shops,  research  car 
maintenance,  post  a question  on  an 
internet  chat  group  on  car  repairs, 
or  make  a call  to  those  annoying 
mechanics  on  national  public  radio. 
After  you’ve  done  your  homework 
talk  to  your  mechanic  about  your 
concerns. 


Q;  In  the  wake  of  Ed  Jew-gate. 
I’ve  noticed  that  a number  of  City 
officials  and  nonprofit  leaders  that 
work  on  issues  that  impact  southeast 
San  Francisco,  or  claim  to  represent 
the  community,  don’t  live  in  the 
neighborhood,  Is  this  a problem? 

It’s  not  a problem  as  long  as 
there  is  transparency  on  the  issue. 
Some  positions  require  the  holder  to 
live  within  the  boundaries  of  a city 
or  neighborhood.  In  these  cases,  it 
would  be  unethical  not  to  do  so.  Other 
positions  may  have  an  unstated  social 
residency  obligation,  but  it  isn’t 
contractually  mandated.  In  general, 
however,  unless  a particular  position 
requires  that  the  holder  live  in  the  area 
being  served,  and  particularly  if  you 
don't  know  the  specific  circumstances 
of  their  lives,  people  should  be  judged 
based  on  their  commitment  to  their 
work  rather  than  on  where  they  live. 
Many  individuals  who  serve  our 
community  - including  firefighters, 
police  officers,  and  teachers  - can’t 
afford  to  live  here.  In  this  respect 
the  question  to  ask  might  be:  what 
positive  improvements  are  city 
officials  and  nonprofit  leaders  making 
to  southeast  San  Francisco?  If  their 
records  are  less  than  stellar,  it  might 
be  time  to  exercise  your  residency- 
based  influence:  vote,  write  a letter, 
get  involved,  run  for  office! 

The  Curbside  Ethicist  specializes 
in  solving  ethical  dilemmas.  Readers 
are  encouraged  to  seek  guidance  from 
their  own  religious  or  philosophical 
counselors  to  solve  knotty  problems, 
and  are  invited  to  send  the  View 
their  questions,  comments,  and 
disagreements  about  this  column: 
editor®potreroview.net. 


o ^ Av/ard-winni'ng  Weddings  & Photojournalism 
w\ww.  RebeccaWilkowski.com 
(347)  413-4747 


Back;  Rick  Laska,  IT;  John  Ellis,  L-Ac.;  Frank  Gilson.  D C.;  Mike  Gilson,  IT 
Front;  Fabiola  Garcia.  Manager;  Jackie  Mendoza.  Manager 


TREE  PLANTING  CAMPAIGN 


Tree  planting  is  one  of  the  most  important  contributions  one  can  do  to 
help  the  environment.  Yet  most  of  us  leave  this  vital  activity  to  others. 

To  encourage  people  to  plant  trees,  Dr.  Daniel  Lipman  is  giving  the 
community  an  opportunity  to  make  a difference. 

Dr.  Daniel  Lipman  will  give 

FREE  REDWOOD  TREE  SEEDLINGS 

to  people  who  offer  to  plant  and  care  for  them. 


Daniel  A.  Lipman,  D.C. 

Chiropractor 

1796-B  18**'  Street  (at  Carolina) 
San  Francisco 
415-558-8787 
http; //dlioman. chiroweb.com 

Please  note: 

• Supplies  are  limited  and  subject  to  availability. 

• One  per  person,  please. 

• Other  restrictions  apply. 


Potrero  Chiropractors 

Neck.  Back.  & Headache  Pain  Relief  Center 

Frank  Gilson.  D.C.  John  Ellis.  L. Ac. 

Doctor  of  Chiropractic  Licensed  Acupuncturist 


o • ® o 

Need  pain  relief  for  an. 
o accident  or  injury? 

* o 

> 

Let  us  relieve  your  neck,  back,  and 
“ headache  pain  naturally!! 

o 

4)5  431  7600  - 290  Division  Sireel  • Suite  400 
San  Froncisco  • www.PotreroChiros.com 

Check  US  out  on  CltySeatcl?.com,  Trifee.net,  Yelp.com 
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San  Franciscans  Calling 
311  to  Get  the  411 


By  Lorraine  Sanders 

Since  its  launch  last  Febi*uar>',  the 
City  and  County  of  San  Francisco’s 
311  Call  Center  has  made  it  easier  for 
residents  to  reach  city  departments 
with  questions,  service  requests 
and  complaints.  Even  the  stray 
compliment  has  been  known  to 
trickle  in  from  time  to  time.  The 
Call  Center,  which  cost  $8.8  million 
to  build,  will  soak-up  another  $9.8 
million  in  operating  costs  this  year. 
It’s  available  24  hours  a day,  seven 
days  a week  in  145  languages. 

From  any  landline  locals  can  dial 
311  (or415.701.2311  from  outside  the 
415  area  code)  to  obtain  information 
and  request  services  from  government 
offices  ranging  from  the  county  clerk 
to  the  police,  court  officials  and 
the  Taxi  Commission.  Calls  to  the 
Center  have  been  steadily  increasing, 
despite  what  Call  Center  Director 
Edward  Reiskin  describes  as  “pretty 
minimal”  marketing  efforts.  As  of 
last  month  the  Center  had  received 
roughly  817,000  calls,  the  vast 
majority  of  which  were  information 
and  service  requests  for  Muni  and  the 
Department  of  Public  Works  (DPW). 
"It’s  as  if  the  government  increased 
the  size  of  the  pipe  the  requests  can 
come  through,”  Reiskin  said. 

Since  February  DPW  has  received 
56,000  calls  through  the  Center. 
More  than  half  of  the  calls  are 
street  cleaning  service  requests, 
with  graffiti  abatement  calls  coming 
in  a distant  second.  Between  April 
and  July.  Muni  received  15,500 
service  requests,  11,200  of  which 
were  complaints,  almost  all  of  which 
concerned  the  T-Third  light  rail. 

The  Call  Center  has  made  it  easier 
for  residents  to  get  the  information 
and  help  they  need,  and  relieved 
city  departments  of  customer  service 


duties.  “When  people  call  311,  and 
they  want  to  plant  a tree  in  front  of 
their  house,  they  get  the  application 
from  3 1 1 . So  we  can  focus  on  planting 
trees,  not  answering  questions,”  said 
DPW's  Christine  Falvey.  The  Call 
Center  started  taking  Muni  and  DPW 
calls  in  February;  in  June  it  began 
handling  Taxi  Commission  service 
requests.  Since  August,  residents 
have  been  able  to  dial  311  to  reach 
the  Department  of  Public  Health’s 
Office  of  Vital  Records  to  track  down 
birth  and  death  certificates. 

More  Center  improvements  are 
planned.  Though  no  definite  timeline 
has  been  set,  Reiskin  expects  callers  to 
soon  be  able  to  use  3 1 1 for  Recreation 
and  Parks  requests,  and  to  notify  the 
Department  of  Parking  & Traffic  of 
abandoned  vehicles  and  damaged 
street  signs.  An  online  system  that 
will  allow  residents  to  submit  service 
requests  is  also  in  the  works.  “For 
any  service  that  we’re  currently  the 
front  end  for,  you'd  be  able  to  do  that 
online,”  Reiskin  said.  And  the  Center 
is  planning  to  implement  near-real- 
time data  reporting,  which  will  allow 
the  public  to  view  up-to-date  data  on 
the  number  and  nature  of  calls  the 
Center  is  receiving. 

As  residents  learn  that  they  can 
easily  reach  city  departments,  Reiskin 
wonders  whether  some  agencies  will 
end-up  with  more  requests  than  they 
can  handle. 

“There’s  no  question  that  [the 
Call  Center]  will  probabl^.^strain 
resources,  and  it  may  make  the 
case  for  where  more  resources  are 
needed,”  Reiskin  said.  Too  many 
requests  may  be  an  issue  down  the 
road,  but  at  the  moment  the  recipient 
of  the  lion’s  share  of  311  calls  says 
that  hasn’t  been  a problem.  “Right 
now  it’s  still  manageable,”  said 
Muni’s  Falvey. 


Nal  and  Skin  Treatment  Spa 


Winter  Specials 

Bring  a Friend  Special 

Bring  a friend  who  first  time  customer  and 
both  iiuUvidUuil.^  williereive  20%  off*  of  services. 

ift  Certificate  Special 

Knrha.se  a gift  certi&MitG  from  1 1/1/07  to 
|2/15/07  and  receive  20%o£T  regular  gpft  cor 
flficale  price. 

Cal-train^mmuter  Special 

Cal'train  commuter  who  show  a vailid  monthly  pass 
will  n*<‘cive  services. 

Ever\’weok  ^onday  ]^*ough  Thursday 

(Except  Holida>’^  Christmas  season(12/26*  12/31.) 


wllhoul  nolfca 


Quince  Sp3 

640  7ex3s  St.  ((S>  Siet-i-3  St.) 
530  Ft-ancisco,  CA  94107 
415.920.9888 
WWW . q (j  i 0Gesp3  • co  m 


Keep  those  (Special  Moments 

Forever 


Call  for  your  appoinlmenL  today 
becua.se  they  just  keep  changing... 


Mention  thi«  a(d  and  get 

20%  off 
of  your  first  session! 
(before  Oct  19lh.  2007) 


Studio  (Sessions  start  at  $200 
Photography  by  Emily  Payne 
1200  22nd  cSlrect  (San  Erancisco 
ww.cmilypaync.cxim  415-699-9343 


ep 


The  View  Needs  You 

We  need  writers,  editors,  and  gossip-mongers.  Well 
also  take  artists,  cartoon  writers,  and  photographers. 
Well  even  consider  poets. 

Little,  if  any,  pay,  no  benefits,  but  plenty  of  love. 

This  fall,  discover 

more  love! 

Join  us  at  St.  John's. 


Feast  of  All  Souls 

Thurs.,  Nov.  1 , 7:00  PM 
We  commemorote  those  we  have 
lost  in  loving  remembrance.  You 
ore  invited  to  bring  photos  of  lost 
loved  ones  to  place  at  prayer  sta- 
tions during  this  service. 

Inquiring  Minds: 

Exploring  the  Intersections 
of  Christianity  and  Culture 

Sundoy,  Nov.  4,  6:00-8:00  PM 
Thomos  Ervin,  Ph.D.,  on  "Family 
Systems  Theory  and  the  Spirituality 
of  Relationships" 

1 50th  Anniversary 
Celebration 

Sunday,  Nov.  18,  4:00  PM 
Solemn  Festival  Euchorist,  the  Rt, 
Rev,  Marc  Handley  Andrus,  presid- 
ing, followed  by  dinner  and  music. 
See  our  web  site  for  details! 


Choral  Eucharist 

Sundays  1 1 :00  AM 

Our  "main  event,"  we  gather  as  a 

community  to  celebrote  the  Liturgy 

of  the  Word  ond  Holy  Communion, 

accompanied  by  St.  John's  choir. 

Followed  by  coffee  hour;  childcare 

provided. 

Godly  Play 
Sundays  10:00  AM 
A storytelling-based  "Sunday  School" 
for  children  ages  3- 1 0. 

Spoken  Eucharist 

Wednesdays  6:00  PM 
A simple,  quiet  sharing  of  Holy 
Communion  midweek. 

Taize  Worship 

Christian  Meditation  & Chant 

Thursdoys  7:00  PM 
A peoceful  service  of  beoutiful  chant 
and  contemplative  silence. 


Celebrating  150  Years  in  the  Mission,  1857-2007 

The  Episcopal  Church  of  St.  John  the  Evangelist 
Diverse  People,  Inquiring  Minds,  Open  Hearts 
Julian  Avenue  (between  Volencio  & Mission)  ot  15th  Street 
Son  Francisco  (1 6th  & Mission  BART,  Parking  Hoff  St.  Garage) 

(4 1 5)  86 1 - 1 436  www.sointiohnsf.org 

St.  John's  is  an  LGBTQ-  and  family-welcoming  parish. 
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848  Folsom  Street 
(between  4th  and  5th  Street) 
San  Francisco,  CA  94107 


415.543.1970 

www.ltsYoga.net 


San  Francisco's  premier  Ashtanga  Yoga  studio 
featuring  the  Rocket  sequence 

FREE  class  for  new  members  with  coupon 

(offer  valid  one  per  person) 


This  Thanksgiving, 
you  thank  and  we’ll  give. 

On  Thanksgiving  Day.  every  time  you  thank  us 
with  a tip.  we’ll  give  it  to  the  San  Francisco  Food 
Bank,  a Potrero  Hill  neighbor  that  provides  food 
for  thousands  of  San  Franciscans  every  day.  We 
hope  you’ll  stop  by  and  help  us  give  thanks  to  this 
important  member  of  our  community. 

Open  Thanksgiving  Day  8:00  AM  - 2:00  PM 


Ilf 


1315  18TH  STREET  (415)648-1545  WWW.FARLEYSCOFFEE.COM 
MON-FRI  6:30  AM-10  PM  SAT  7:30  AM-10  PM  SUN  8 AM-10  PM 


The  View's  now  on  the 

web 

Check  us  out  at 

www.potreroview.net 


Potrero  Hill  Festival  07’ 
Thank-You’s 


The  Potrero  Hill  Neighborhood  House  thanks 
the  following  individuals,  organi/aliuns. 
neighbors,  and  merchants  for  Uieir  pariicipaiiun 
in  the  2007  Potrero  Hill  Festival. 

The  entire  Puircro  Hill  Ncighborliuod  1 louse 
Slafl'.  Potrero  Hill  Ncigliborhood  House  Board 
of  Directors.  San  Francisco  Arts  Commission. 
Potrero  Hill  Association  of  Merchants  and 
Businesses.  Michael  Rios,  Cherry  Elliott, 
SomArls.  Potrero  hlill  Boosters.  The  Potrero 
View.  Pix>phct  Soul  and  BRO  featuring  l.eniy 
Jackson.  Chris  Manin.  Starr  King  Open  Space. 
Susuiine  Shields.  American  College  of 
I'radilional  Chinese  Medicine.  Dr.  Daniel 
I ipirian,  Potrero  Chiropraciors . SF  Conmiunily 
Power,  on  Francisco  DepL  of  Elections,  The 
Culinary  Academy,  Renee  Strong.  <iooi  Hill 
Pizza,  The  Apollo  Jazz  Ciroup,  Potrero  Hill 
Parents  As.socialion,  Anchor  .Steam  Brewing 
Co..  Juicy  Lucy’s.  Potrero  Hill  Archives. 

Potrero  Hill  Democratic  Club.  ITicnd-softhc 
San  Francisco  Public  Library.  Mayor’s  Youth 
Employment  and  Education  lYogrom,  Albert 
Johnson.  Bob  Hayes,  Corinne  Cadon.  Jcs-sica 
Pete.  Sun  Francisco  Public  Library  Book  Mobil. 
Neighbors  for  the  “Nabe”  and  a very  s-pecial 
THANK-YOU  to  Thinkers  Calc  who  sold 
delicious  BBQ  pulled  Poric  Sandwiches  and 
donated  all  proceeds  to  the  Potrero  Hill 
Ncighborhovd  Houses'  Families  United  in 
Neighborhoods  Program  for  youth:  Rachael 
Lobb,  JctTSchimmcl.  Robert  Dasulla.  and  (he 
Knowers  of  Tliinkcrs.  Jay’s  Deli  fordonotmg 
pumpkins. 

...  And  thanks  to  everyone  who  came  out  to 
Celebrate  on  the  Hill.  See  you  next  year! 


(Photos  by  Bob  Hayc.s) 


A Stylish  Salon 
Dedicated  To  Lift  Your  Spirit! 
Come  For  The  Experience 


NI^STOK  kHAULEY 

< 4 1 V r I . 


Now  in  San  Francisco 's  SOMA  / Mission  Bay 
IN  THE  HEART  OF  THE  DESIGN  DISTRICT 

A GREAT  LENGTHS  CERTIFIED  SALON 
Hair  Extensions  A(| 

SCHEDULE  AN  APPOINTMENT  NOW 
FOR  YOUR  HOLIDAY  EVENTS  AND  PARTIES 

HAIR  STUDIO 


For  Appointments  Call  415-43!  - HAIR  (4247)  Walk-ins  Welcome 
665  Townsend  Street  San  Francisco,  Ca  941 03 
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Going  To  War 


By  David  Matsuda 

Greetings  from  my  HN  (host 
nation),  Iraq,  in  the  ITO  (Iraqi  Theater 
of  Operations).  As  it’s  a war  zone 
you’re  urged  to  BOLO  (be  on  the 
look-out)  for  IDF  (indirect  fii'e)  from 
mortars  and  rockets.  If  you’re  too 
close  to  the  POI  (point  of  impact)  you 
may  be  WIA  (wounded  in  action),  or 
Allah  forbid.  KIA  (killed  in  action). 

As  an  anthropologist  it’s  my  job 
to  speak  with  the  LN  (local  nationals) 
about  issues  that  may  have  PMES 
(political,  military,  economic  and 
social)  implications.  Apart  from 
avoiding  gangs  like  the  Shi’a  MM 
(Mahdi  Militia)  or  the  Sunni  AQAI  (A1 
Qae’ida  Associates  in  Iraq),  who  KMI 
(kidnap,  murder  and  intimidate),  most 
concerns  revolve  around  SWEAT-M 
(sewer,  water,  energy,  academics, 
trash,  and  medical  care).  My  team  is 
beginning  operations  OTW  (outside 
the  wire  or  off-base)  in  NAI  (named 
areas  of  interest),  close  to  Camp 
Taji.  Most  days  my  MOE  (measure 
of  effectiveness)  is  NSTR  (nothing 
significant  to  report),  but  as  I move 
from  Camp  Taji  to  a FOB  (forward 
operating  base)  or  a COP  (combat 
outpost)  and  conduct  10  (information 
operations).  I should  have  more  to 
report  when  I RTB  (return  to  base). 
Hoo-ah  (You  get  all  that?) 

MWBATC  (Meanwhile  Back  at  the 
Camp)  we  hustled  ourselves  and  our 
gear  out  the  back  cargo  ramp  of  the 
giant  Chinnok  helicopter,  through  the 
down-draft  of  the  rotors  and  onto  the 
tarmac  at  Camp  Taji.  Our  equipment 
was  transferred  to  the  cultural  affairs 
and  reconciliation  shop,  and  we  were 
assigned  accommodations.  My  half 
a trailer-size  room  was  trashed;  the 
furniture  was  destroyed,  soiled  linen 
lay  scattered  about,  and  there  was 
a bullet  hole  in  the  wall.  I swept 
enough  dust  off  the  floor  to  build  a 
sand  castle. 


I was  finally  getting  comfortable 
when  Sergeant  Hawkeye  and 
Lieutenant  BJ  Honeycutt,  nick- 
names taken  from  the  1 980s  television 
show  MASH,  came  a knockin  at  1 1 ;45 
p.m.  Their  room  was  also  trashed, 
but  even  worse  Hawkeye’s  ruck- 
sack had  fallen  off  the  Humvee 
somewhere  between  the  helipad  and 
our  POD  (position  of  dwellings). 
We  gathered-up  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Trapper  John  (another  MASH- 
derived  pseudonym),  split  into  teams 
of  two.  and  began  our  search  for  the 
lost  bag.  Hampered  by  darkness, 
sore  from  bouncing  along  uneven 
terrain  and  confused  by  unfamiliar 
surroundings,  we  searched  until  I 
stumbled  upon  Hawkeye’s  ruck-sack 
at  2 a.m..  Mission  accomplished. 

Later  that  day  I went  for  a run 
and  a self-guided  tour  of  the  base. 
As  I ran  along  the  road  nearest  to 
the  wall  that  separates  the  base  from 
Baghdad  a sergeant  stopped  his  tank 
and  patiently  explained  to  me  that 
there  is  no  PT  (personal  training) 
on  this  through-way  because  of  the 
risk  of  sniper  fire  and  the  occasional 
hand-grenade.  Continuing  on  my 
morning  sojourn  I noticed  that  Army 
folks  almost  always  travel  in  twos 
with  their  BB  (battle  buddy).  There  is 
no  “I”  in  the  Army,  only  "we."  With 
the  exception  of  civilians,  who  can 
choose  whether  or  not  to  bear  arms, 
everyone  is  required  to  carry  their 
gun  and  a full  clip  of  ammunition 
at  all  times.  At  chow  there  are 
guns  everywhere:  in  the  PX  (post 
exchange),  guns  galore;  and  yes.  guys 
and  gals  even  bring  their  guns  into 
the  bathroom. 

Some  soldiers  are  confused  by 
my  ACU  (army  combat  uniform);  I 
wear  the  same  uniform  as  every  other 


soldier,  but  the  sternum  and  shoulder 
patches  that  designate  me  a civilian 
are  unusual.  We  all  get  a good  laugh 
when  a confused  young  private  un- 
necessarily salutes  me. 

Throughout  the  Muslim  world 
Ramadan  is  being  celebrated;  a 28- 
day  long  holy  month  that  marks  when 
the  Prophet  Muhammad  fell-out 
with  the  Jews  of  Medina,  stopped 
celebrating  Yom  Kippur,  began 
observing  Ramadan,  and  started 
praying  towards  Mecca  rather  than 
Jerusalem.  This  lunar-based  cycle 
also  commemorates  Laylat  al  Qadar, 
the  night  when  God.  through  the 
Archangel  Gabriel,  began  revealing 
the  Qur'an  to  Muhammad. 

Not  a Muslim  myself,  but 
understanding  that  "when  in  Iraq, 
do  as  the  Iraqis  do.”  I eat  at  5 a.m. 


wait  until  7:15  p.m.  to  dine  again, 
and  daily  read  a specified  jezee 
(pronounced  jew-zee)  of  the  Qur'an. 
This  before-sunrise  to  after-sunset 
fast  symbolizes  the  unrelenting 
hunger  suffered  by  the  young 
Muhammad,  who  was  poor  and  had 
to  do  without,  as  well  as  a way  for 
contemporary  Muslims  to  internalize 
what  constant  hunger  is  like  and  by 
extension,  why  it’s  important  to  give 
alms  to  the  unfortunate. 

Until  next  month,  may  peace  be 
upon  us  all. 

Long-time  Hill  resident  Dave 
Matsuda,  Ph.D.  is  an  anthropologist 
who's  on  leave  from  university 
teaching  to  help  the  U.S.  Army  with 
reconciliation  efforts  in  Iraq.  Email 
him  at  druncledave@comcast.net  if 
you  have  questions,  want  to  involve 
your  school  in  a project,  or  to  send  a 
care  package  to  a young  soldier. 


Jays 

,T)eli 


Now  Featuring 


etaluma  Poultry 
Rocky  Jr.  Natural  Chicken 

Roasted  with  Rosemary,  Lemon  & Garlic 
$8.9S  (whole  chicken) 

Available  5:00  pm  7:00  pm  Weekdays, 
All  Day  Weekends  to  eat  in  or  take  out 

501  Connecticut  (at  20th) 
San  Francisco,  CA  94107 

JAYSDELISF.COM 

415.824.JAYS 

Mon  Fri:  io:oo  am  to  8:oo  pm 
Sat  & Sun:  9:00  am  to  8:oo  pm 

We  recycle  and  compost  95%  of  our  waste 

Free  Wi-Fi! 


David  Matsuda  at  work  at  Camp  Taji,  Iraq 


At  home  on  Potrero  Hill. 


Just  sold!  /0/9  Rhode  isfond 


Charming  starter  home,  formal  living  room, 
eat-in  kitchen,  ! bedroom/ 1 bathroom, 
unwarranted  attic  and  downstairs  for 
endless  possibilities. 


Just  sold!  571  Texas 


Great  Potrero  opportunity;  3 bedroom. 
) bathroom,  2-car  tandem  parking. 


REBECCA.  MAHHEWiCHRCTNE 

«Kperienc«(l  principled  connected 


We  are  Potrero! 

• Consistently  Potrero  Hill’s  #1  Selling  Team 

• Over  one  quarter  BILLION  dollars  in 
San  Francisco  sales 

« 40  combined  years  specializing  in 
Potrero  Hill  property 

•"On  the  Hill  to  Serve  the  Community  Better" 
long  before  it  was  pricey  or  hip 


Christine  824  7200  ext  116 
Rebecca  824  7200  ext  1 1 1 
Matthew  824  7200  ext  113 

REAL  ESTATE 


1 542  20th  Street  at  Connecticut 
San  Francisco.  CA  94107 
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“I  back  the  family 
insurance  I sell 
with  good  neighbor 
service.  Call  me.  ” 


Like  a 

Good  Neighbor 
State  Farm 
Is  There 


*V<  mf  /or  ijtr.  U«mt.  I ift.  and 
lUaliti  tmurJfUf 

UNDA  K.  WILLIAMS 
1536  20ib  Sircci 
648-1155 

c nuti  litui^  willunit  uim 


Slata  fam  fnti^anc*  C«n>p«n«t  • Nom*  OAc*i  Mno<i 


tidy  Ordszrs' 

"Tb(2  flnswer  to  a §hopp(2r's  prayi^rs" 

Offering  a unique  selection  of  quality  products 
"made  with  love"  at  monasteries  around  the  world. 

Please  visit  us  at: 
wvi/w,holyorders,biz 
B66.886.1356 


Four  years  of  facts  show: 

SAN  FRANCISCO 
IS  STILL  THE  CITY 
THAT  KNOWS  HOW 


2,762  San  Franciscans  signed  up  for  phase  one 

of  Healthy  San  Francisco,  on  track  to  provide  access  to 
comprehensive  high-quality  health  care  for  all  82,000 
uninsured  residents. 

2,062  formerly  homeless  San  Franciscans  have  been 
moved  into  permanent  supportive  housing  as  a result  of 
the  Care  Not  Cash/Housing  First  Program,  and  the  new 
Community  Justice  Center  is  moving  forward. 

416  new  police  officers  have  been  hired  to  protect  our 
neighborhoods. 

311  is  the  number  to  dial  for  all  city  services  - 
accessible  in  more  than  145  languages. 

2,500,000  fewer  tons  of  local  greenhouse  gas 

emissions  will  be  produced  by  2012  as  a result  of  our  local 
Climate  Action  Plan. 

20,000,000  dollars  in  federal  funds,  benefits 
and  resources  were  leveraged  for  working  families  in  SF  in  the 
first  year  of  the  Working  Families  Credit  program. 

1 Vote  Your  vote  is  critical  to  continue  our  progress 


Launching  universal  health  care. 

Taking  bold  action  on  climate 
change.  Fighting  for  marriage  equality 
and  civil  rights.  Winning  the  new  stem 
cell  institute.  In  these,  and  so  many 
other  ways,  San  Francisco  is  leading 
the  way  as  a capital  of  innovation. 


San  Francisco  is  making  progress. 

After  years  of  neglect,  we’re  filling 
the  potholes  and  cleaning  the 
streets.  Unemployment  is  down  37 
percent.  And  Homeward  Bound  has 
reconnected  2,443  homeless  San 
Franciscans  with  their  families. 

But  we  need  even  more  reforms. 

We  need  free  WiFi  to  close  the 
digital  divide.  We  need  a 
community  justice  court  that 
will  continue  the  progress 
on  homelessness  sparked 


by  Care  not  Cash.  We  need  to  rebuild 
every  public  housing  project  and 
reconnect  every  San  Francisco 
neighborhood  with  access  to  good 
jobs  and  great  schools. 

Please  join  Speaker  Nancy  Pelosi, 
Dianne  Feinstein,  Barbara  Boxer, 
Kamala  Harris,  Michael  Hennessey, 
Phil  Ting,  Jose  Cisneros,  Rescue  MUNI 
the  San  Francisco  Labor  Council, 
the  San  Francisco  Women's  Political 
Committee  and  thousands  more  in 
supporting  Gavin  Newsom  for  Mayor. 


Mayor  Gavin  Newsom  is  fighting  every  day 
to  make  San  Francisco  a city  that  works 
for  everyone  and  a model  for  the  world. 


VOTE  GAVIN  NEWSOM  FOR  MAYOR 


Vote  Absentee  to  make  sure  your  vote  is  counted  early.  Contact  the  Department  of  Elections  at: 
www.sfgov.org/elections  or  (415)  554-4411. 
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SEARCH  the  ’Hill  on: 


POTRE  RO-HILL.C  OM 


Real  Estate 

S««  whats  on  ItM  market.  Owo$e  a 
nei^bortiooi)  v search  the  MLS. 

NeightMfhoods 

Polrero  HJ  yj 

Potteio  Hil)  Ptopeity  Listings 
Single  Family  Homes 
COAdQSllOftS 
MiiHi-Uoit  Bu^inp 

Multiple  Lnting  SeivKe 
>8»w5e  a#  acttv#  ((stings 

Community 

Eiploreywfdty.  Cheese  a 
nei^behood  to  get  starve. 

tteighborhoods 

PrtreroHdl ^ 

Polieio  Hill  Community  Listings 
Bar/dub  Cafe 

dodiing/BeauiyCssentUls 
Foed/Grocery  Local  Business 
P«ks  Restaurants 

Schools  Specialty  Shops 


POTRERO-HILL.COM 


SF  HOUND  LOUNGE 

DOG  DAYCARE 

‘The  folks  at  SF  Hound  Lounge  are  amazing! 

They  truly  take  care  of  your  dog." 

ALL  DAY  FUN  AFFECTION  & 
REJUVENATION 


New  small  dog  area! 

Weekday  AND  Weekend  Daycare. 

Licensed  boarding,  exclusively  for 
daycare  clients. 

www.sfhoundlounge.com 

(415)  255-1170  • 2825  Mariposa  Sfreef  • 


Community 

The  cwiprehenswe  scwce  for  all  things  Potrero  Hi8 


Bloom's  Siioon  PottfroHili 
iBiBiBih  St 
4l5.B6l.94e7 


Bottom  of  the  Hill  Potrero 
i 1233 17lh  street 
g j 415.626  4455 


<e 

t 


CofeCocomo  PotreroHiil 
6S0  fndrana  St 
415.S24.6910 


Connecticut  Yankee  Pottero  Hill 
K!OCo«»:tjt«tSt 
Mrmi'  4i5.ss2.44oo 


There’s  no  better  way  to  reach  Dogpatch,  Mission  Bay,  Potrero,  and  even 
South  of  Market  residents. 

Contact  us  for  rates  and  ad  placement: 

415.626.8723 


41 5-647-8400 

Mission/Noe  \^lk^/Excelsk>r/Bayvie 
serving  Potrero  Hill  since  1986 


"The  Pizza 
Delivery  Experts' 

W 


MEGA  DEAL 


Choose  a Pizza  ANY  WAY  YOU  LIKE 
with  up  to  5-Topplings  of  your  choice 


nwltum 

Deep  Osh  & double  portions  extra 


S TOPPING  PIZZAS 


Choose  a Pizza  with  3-Topping$ 

S ^1  9^^ 

MrQe 

Deep  Oish  Extra 


PIZZA  & WINGS  MEAL  DEAL 


One  1 -Topping  Pizza.  Buffalo 
Wings  & a 2*Liter  of  Coke 

1699  $1999 

De«p  OfsK  Extra 


One  1-Topping  Pizza  & Coke 
2 Cans  2-liter 

$1  |99  $<1  ^99 


mt*um  *>/9* 

Deep  Di»>>  Bmu* 


Pawsitive  Tails 

A Paws-On  Approach  to  Animal 
Behavior^  Training  and  Care. 

Call  us  at:  (415)  202-4146 
Visit  our  website  at:  www.sfpawsirivetails.com 
Drop  in  at:  1255  22“^  Street  @ Mississippi 


pawsicivecails@gmail.com 


Billy 


S €M  m €*  0CC||.  .. 

* ■-  ^ ai"  I ae  ■■  i ^ 

^ ^ ■ x"  r-  X i Mm 

^ SM  MM  MM  cl  M*  ^ 

^ Ib  & C^c»  I d 


Dog  Training  and  Dog  Walking  Services 

Empowering  owners  and  saving  dogs  lives  through 
positive  reinforcement  training. 


• FUN,  EFFECTIVE  AND  REWARDING 

• We  use  only  Positive  Motivational  Training 

• SF  SPCA  Dog  Academy  Certified  Trainers 

• We  welcome  all  breeds 

• Certified,  licensed,  insured,  bonded  and  members  of  APDT 

• Basic  Obedience  classes  (8  Dogs  per  class) 

• Adult  dog  social  hours 

• Puppy  socialization  hours 

• Dog  walking  - certified  by  dogTEC  Dog  Walkers  Academy 

• Trained  in  dog  CPR 

• Competitive  rates  and  discounts  available  for  multiple 
dog  households 


Classes  start  soon! 

For  class  schedules  and  registration  go  to 
wvifw.sfpawsitivetails.com 


1 25S  Screec,  San  Francisco  CA  94 1 07  | www.sfpawsicivecails.com 
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Green  Garage 


By  Matt  Isaacs 

Pat  Cadam.  the  owner  of  Pat's 
Garage  on  26th  Street,  makes  being 
“clean  and  green”  look  easy,  even 
for  the  greasy,  grimy  work  of  an 
auto  mechanic-  The  garage  was 
among  the  first  businesses  to  be 
“green”  certified  by  the  City  in  2003 
- voluntarily  conforming  to  more 
stringent  environmental  standards 
than  legally  required  - just  months 
after  the  program’s  inception.  And 
since  Cadam  moved  to  Potrero 
Hill  from  South  of  Market  a little 
over  a year  ago  — rising  rents  and 
continuous  construction  made  life 
there  untenable  — he's  been  able  to 
lower  his  ecological  footprint  even 
further. 

The  shop  relies  on  compact 
fluorescent  lighting,  which  last  four 
times  longer  than  incandescent  bulbs, 
and  Cadam  is  miserly  with  the  light 
switch.  “I  just  turn  out  the  lights. 
We  get  terrific  southern  sun.  There’s 
no  reason  to  keep  them  on,”  he  said. 
Uniforms  are  washed  on  site  with 
environmentally-friendly  detergents, 
rather  than  being  out-sourced  to 
a commercial  uniform  company, 
which  may  rely  on  harsh  chemicals. 
Automobile  parts  are  cleaned  in  a hot 
water  bath,  rather  than  using  toxic 
solvents.  And  the  shop  offers  a free 
oil  and  coolant  collection  service  to 
the  community;  nearby  residents  can 
change  their  vehicle’s  fluids  and  leave 
them  at  the  garage  for  disposal. 

“I  realized  early  on  that  I was 
in  a fairly  dirty  industry.”  Cadam 
said.  “Ultimately,  it  would  be  great 
if  everyone  walked  all  the  time, 


but  that’s  not  going  to  happen.  So 
I started  thinking:  what  can  I do  to 
improve  the  situation?” 

In  addition  to  maintaining  as 
clean  a shop  as  possible.  Cadam 
has  started  a separate  enterprise 
helping  businesses,  including  Pacific 
Gas  and  Electric  Company  and 
Google,  convert  their  hybrid  vehicles 

- Toyota  Priuses  and  Ford  Escapes 

- to  “plug-in”  technology,  which 
enables  the  cars  to  travel  more 
than  a hundred  miles  on  a gallon  of 
gasoline.  The  conversions  replace 
the  hybrid  vehicle’s  standard  nickel 
metal  hydride  battery  with  a more 
powerful  lithium  ion  battery.  On 
shorter  trips  a plug-in  car  might 
never  run  its  combustion  engine. 
Cadam  only  offers  this  service, 
“Green  Gears,”  which  costs  upwards 
of  $12,500  per  vehicle,  to  businesses 
employing  fleets  of  cars,  but  plans  to 
offer  it  to  the  public  when  batteries 
become  more  affordable,  perhaps 
as  soon  as  next  year.  “I’m  lucky 
to  already  have  a business  that’s 
relatively  successful,”  Cadam  said. 
“So  I can  experiment  with  this  other 
stuff  without  worrying  about  the 
money.” 

Cadam’s  progressive  approach 
goes  beyond  environmental 
sensitivity.  He  pays  his  employees 
a better-than-average  wage,  and 
provides  subsidized  health  care 
insurance  and  retirement.  The 
garage  closes  daily  from  noon  to 
1 p.m.  for  lunch.  “That  sometimes 


throws  customers,"  he  said.  “I  tell 
’em.  'You  take  a lunch  break,  why 
shouldn’t  we?’” 

Cadam  offers  free  car  repair 
classes  for  women,  and  has  plans  for 


an  “eco-driving"  class  to  educate 
motorists  about  how  to  squeeze  every 
last  mile  out  of  their  car.  “When 
you  come  in  here,  the  first  thing  you 
can  expect  is  to  get  your  car  fixed." 
Cadam  say.  "But  it’s  a whole  lot  more 
than  that.  You’re  helping  the  earth. 
You’re  finding  community.” 


located  in  Potrero  Hill 
350  Rhode  Island 
San  Francisco,  CA 


The  California  Culinary  Academy 's  newest  restaurant,  Bistro  350 
offers  a contemporary  dining  experience  with  bistro  fare. 


t n J O y savory  elections  from  some  of  the  most 
promising  young  chefs/  House-made  Pastas, 
Rack  of  Lamb,  Lobster  and  Poached  Salmon 
Medallions  and  more,..  All  accompanied  by  an 
international  wine  list  and  exceptional  service. 


Open  Tuesday  thru  Friday 
Lunch  1 1 :30  A.M.  - 1 P.M. 
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ZEPHYR 

HEAL  ESTATE 


Proven^ 
On  Potrero. 


Trust  your  real  estate  transactions 
To  the  #1  Agent  on  Potrero  Hill 

Susan  Oik  has  specialized  in  Potrero  Hill  property 
sales  for  25  years.  A Certified  Residential  Specialist 
with  a proven  record,  she  is  one  of  the  industry's 
top  4%  performers  and  has  sold  over  500  properties 
in  her  28  years  of  experience.  Call  on  the  best  in 
listing,  selling,  investment,  and  marketing. 

New  Listing ! 


250  Texas  St. 
St. 


Listing  Price 
$1,049,000 


Potrero  Hill  View  Home  with  Legal  1 Bdrm  Unit 

• Superb  North  Slope  Location  near  18th  Street  cafes,  UCSF  gym, 
pool,  and  new  Whole  Foods 

• Commuter's  dream:  Walk  to  Caltrain,  easy  access  to  both  101 
and  280  freeways 

• Two  bedrooms  and  one  bath  on  main  level 

• LEGAL  one  bedroom,  one  bath  apartment  down 

• Walk*out  deck  with  views  of  the  SF  skyline 

• Three  car  parking  in  garage  and  ample  storage 

• Private,  walk-out  garden  with  lush  foliage  and  lemon  tree 

• Year  Built:  1920 

• One  of  Potrero's  best  blocks! 


Susan  Oik,  crs 

415.552.0129  x155 

SusanCRS@aol.com 

www.susanolk.com 


Call  Susan 
today  I 


Photo  by  Rebecca  Wilkowski 

Clowning  around  at  last  month’s  Potrero  Hill  Festival. 


Photo  by  Rebecca  Wilkowski 


District  Attorney  Kamala  Harris  makes  a point  at  a recent  Potrero  Hill  Deomcratic 
Club  meeting. 
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Photo  by  Rebecca  Wilkowski 


The  Dance  Troupe  known  as  Fou  Fou  Ha  (Elizabeth  Castenada,  Melissa  Castenada, 
Ben  Turner,  Kristin  Neidlinger,  and  Maya  Culbertson-Lane)  at  last  month's  8th 
annual  Decompression  Street  Faire,  which  was  held  on  Indiana  Street. 


Photo  by  David  Alter 

Sunset  magazine's  latest  Idea  House  is  almost  finished,  and  is  already  turning 


heads.  The  building,  which  is  located  at  the  corner  of  25th  and  Alabama  streets, 
is  one  of  the  first  Leadership  in  Energy  and  Environmental  Design  (LEED)  certified 
residential  remodeled  homes  in  the  country.  The  property  is  owned  by  Meridian 
Builders  and  was  designed  by  John  Lum  architecture.  The  three-story  remodeled 
two-unit  home  includes  a spa  and  exercise  space  which  opens  onto  a patio,  a dra- 
matic glass  and  steel  staircase,  and  an  urban  roof  garden  above  the  garage.  There 
are  solar  panels  on  the  roof  and  a prototype  of  a new  windmill  that  will  generate 
two-thirds  of  the  building’s  power  needs. 


For  the  past  five  years  30-year  Potrero  Hill  resident  Milton  Newman  has  been 
swimming  to  raise  funds  for  the  Women’s  Cancer  Resource  Center  in  Oakland. 
He's  captured  above  after  having  completed  a one  mile  swim  as  part  of  the 
Center’s  latest  fundraising  event  held  at  Mills  College  last  month. 


GUARANTEED. 


And  low,  low  fees! 


Fixed  For  Five  Years! 

Call  Today! 

415.209.4388 


Contemporary  Lending  Group 
Has  the  guaranteed  lowest  rates 
on  30-year,  40-year,  50-year, 
Interest  Only  and  Pick-A-Pay 
mortgage  loans. 

wvvw.contemporarylendinggroup.com 

Se  Habla  Espanol 


Contemporary 

Lending 

Grouo 


• Serving  California  with  offices  in  Palm  Springs.  San  Diego,  and  San  Franosco  • 

Corporate  Office:  777  East  Tahquitz  Canyon  Way,  Suite  1 1 1 
Palm  Springs,  CA  92262 
ORE  Broker  #01740376  APR  6.435% 


If  you  live  on  Potrero  Hill,  you  ought  to  have  these  views. 


Exceptional  North  Slope  two  level  condo  in  two  unit  building 

Feels  like  0 single  family  home 

3 bedrooms  (or  2 bedrooms  plus  office).  2 full  bathrooms 

Living  room  and  deck  with  sweeping  city  and  bay  views 

Formal  dining  room  and  bonus  family  room 

Huge  landscaped,  flat  backyard 

Two  blocks  to  Whole  Foods 


673  Kansas  Street 
$848,800 

Call  for  showing  schec|iile  41 5.595.0557 
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An  Unexpected  Altar:  Long-Time  Neighborhood 

the  “Good”  Jack  Davis  Newspaper  Publisher  Dies 


By  Philip  De  Andrade 

This  year’s  SomArts  Cultural 
Center’s  Day  of  the  Dead  installation 
will  include  an  unexpected  altar; 
in  late-September  Jack  Davis,  the 
Center’s  director,  died. 

Many  people  knew  Jack  as 
an  essential  contributor  to  San 
Francisco’s  cultural  scene.  But 
that  wasn’t  the  Jack  Davis  I knew. 
My  Jack  Davis  was  a neighbor, 
mentor,  friend  and  my  captain  at  the 
Mission  Creek  Harbor  Association 
(MCHA),  the  community  of  boaters 
now  sandwiched  in  between  South- 
of-Market  high-rises  and  Mission  Bay 
development.  Whenever  I’ve  told  a 
Jack  Davis  story,  and  I’ve  told  many, 
I’ve  had  to  preface  my  comments  with 
the  disclaimer:  "not  that  Jack  Davis.” 
or  "the  ‘good’  Jack  Davis,”  to  fend-off 
the  potentially  raunchier  images  that 
some  held  in  their  head  of  him  (you’ll 
have  to  do  your  own  homework  to 
find  out  about  them).  He  was  my 
political  consultant;  he  never  saw  me 
without  giving  me  a recommendation 
for  what  the  Democrat  Party  ought 
to  do  to  win  an  election  or,  more 
profoundly,  to  change  our  democracy 
for  the  better. 

Jack  was  my  mentor  at  MCHA;  he 
was  the  ruling  president  for  many  of 
my  years  of  residence.  He  conducted 
our  monthly  governing  town  hall 
meetings  with  respect,  efficiency  and 
effectiveness.  He  forged  the  kind  of 
consensus  in  which  each  contributing 
member  believed  that  the  final 
product  belonged  to  them.  He  could 
always  discern  the  essential,  and 
intuitively  lead  to  the  right  course. 
No  important  project  at  the  Creek 
was  undertaken  without  his  vision. 

He  taught  me  how  to  deal  with 
bureaucracy,  to  go  with  the  flow. 
According  to  Jack,  the  only  way 
to  fight  the  immovable  object  is  to 
make  them  right  and  then  lead  them 
in  your  direction.  I’ve  learned  that 
the  world  of  permits  and  inspectors 
is  best  negotiated  with  a Jack-like 
attitude;  make  them  understand  that 
the  way  you  want  to  do  something  is 
exactly  what  they  insist  you  do.  never 
fighting,  always  agreeing  and  then 
doing  what  you  want. 

Three  years  ago,  when  Sean’s, 
Jasper’s  and  my  home  sank  into  the 


creek,  Jack  presided  over  the  raising 
and  salvage  from  a chair  he  set-up  on 
shore.  Like  a captain  on  his  bridge,  he 
sat  for  hours,  considering  angles  and 
depths,  and  how  the  current  changed 
over  time.  He  offered,  rejected, 
revised  and  reviewed  strategies 
for  bringing  the  boat  up  from  the 
bottom,  and  devised  the  successful 
one.  The  night  she  was  raised,  his 
daughter  Sarah  and  her  husband 
Shawn  bought  over  a vase  of  flowers, 
a splash  of  beauty  in  the  midst  of 
all  the  destruction.  On  Sunday  Jack 
organized  the  cleanup  and  salvage  of 
what  was  left  of  our  belongings,  an 
effort  which  my  depression  would 
never  have  allowed  me  to  do.  It 
was  on  that  day  he  taught  me  how 
to  teach:  first  you  do  something 
yourself:  then  you  figure  out  how  to 
do  it  best;  finally,  you  show  the  way 
to  someone  else. 

Once  I was  in  the  market  for 
a small  public  address  system  and 
turned  to  Jack  for  advice.  Two 
days  later  I received  an  e-mail  from 
him  listing  web  addresses  and  his 
commentaries  about  each  of  three 
appropriate  possibilities.  Two  days 
after  that  he  drove  me  to  Hayward  to 
review  the  unit  he  thought  was  best. 
Jack  was  a master  of  advice;  in  the 
end  I actually  believed  I’d  made  the 
decision  about  which  system  to  buy. 

Architect,  designer,  builder  or 
consultant  on  many  of  the  homes 
floating  in  Mission  Creek,  Jack  moved 
into  his  last  project  just  a few  months 
ago.  With  his  family,  he  built  a boat 
which  would  house  three  generations 
on  three  levels.  Like  so  much  of  his 
life,  his  home  was  a work  in  progress, 
life  was  in  the  work.  In  an  era  where 
the  young  virtually  flee  from  the  old. 
Jack,  his  son  Arthur,  his  daughter 
Sarah,  her  husband  Shawn,  and  their 
daughter  Olivia  created  a traditional 
family  with  a very  modern  flare. 

Jack  was  a classical  renaissance 
man  with  his  feet  firmly  planted  in 
the  future.  He  was  an  unsung  hero  of 
his  many  worlds.  He  will  always  be 
for  me  the  "Good”  Jack  Davis.  At  his 
altar,  to  paraphrase  Malherbe,  in  his 
honor  will  the  angels  stand. 

A memorial  for  Jack  Dai>is  will  be 
held  from  2 to  6 p.m.  on  November  18 
at  SomArts,  934  Brannan  Street. 


David  Ish,  former  publisher  of  the  Marina  Times  and  New  Fillmore  News,  pictured 
above  enjoying  his  retirement  in  Thailand  with  his  girlfriend,  passed  away  last 
month. 


This  photograph,  taken  in  1991  for  the  Business  Times,  shows  David  Ish  (lower 
row,  center)  wearing  his  famous  Nauru  Vest.  Pictured  with  him  are  Victor  Miller 
(counterclockwise  from  top),  Maggie  McCall,  Mary  Radciiff,  Phyllis  Sherman, 
Chris  Rivers,  Joan  Dalgren,  Vicki,  and  Paul  K. 


Now  even  more 
selection! 


(hmr  see  our  expanded 
f rame  line.  All  styles, 
all  budgets. 


' FA.STTt.'RNAROt.'Mn 

■ liUC.l  FRAMI-Sn.rCTION 

■ SPi;c:iALORDKK  I’RINIS 

‘ CUSTOM  HNISHHS  CRJi/VI  hi) 
ro  MAI  CIl  YOUR  ARl  DJ  Ct)R 

2500  3RD  ST:  (^22ND)-^ 

415.642.5600 
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New  Kids 

By  Melissa  Glorieux 

Tristan  Schnetzler  turned  seven- 
years-old  on  October  30.  Happy 
birthday.  Tristan! 

On  November  7,  Olivia  Moss 
turns  six-years-old,  while  her  brother, 
Adam,  will  turn  exactly  four  and  one- 
half. 

Jillian  Kuehnel  turns  two  on 
November  14.  Happy  biiihday  from 
your  mama  and  papa! 

Happy  birthday  to  Zachary 
Bradford.  He  turns  three-years-old 
on  November  26. 

Josy  Hicks  Jablons,  age  12,  has  a 
solo  as  "bloody  child”  with  the  San 
Francisco  Opera’s  Macbeth.  There 
are  six  performances  in  November 
and  one  in  December. 

Proud  of  a friend  or  a family 
member’s  accomplishment?  Let  us 
know:  editor®potreroview.net 


FOUNDED  IN  l»7i 

Grades  K-6 
Small  Classes 
Challenging  Academics 
Multi'Cultural 
Innovative  Programs 
Extended  Care 
Tuition  Assistance 


at.  December  I 

11:00  - 2:00,, 


1387  Valencia  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
www.synergyschool.org 

(415)  567-6177 


fTOMSPLUf^INGi 

I Right  Hhre  ON  PoTRERO  Hill  I 


J Ail 

Tom  Keats  824^3538 

Sami  SmvKi:  Ion  Kaii^'  | 
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Change  is  on  the  way! 

Learn  about  plans  to  improve  Muni  service 


Over  the  past  year,  the  Transit  Effectiveness  Proiect  (TEP)  has  been  looking  at  ways  to  make 
Mum  more  efficient  and  attractive  to  riders. 

Please  attend  an  upcoming  community  meeting  to  learn  about  the  TEP's  key  findings  and 
ideas  and  help  us  shape  the  City's  plans  to  improve  Mum  service  We  will  present  the  same 
information  at  each  meeting.  In  early  2008,  we  will  host  another  senes  of  meetings  to  present 
final  recommendations. 


Transit  Effectiveness  Project  Community  Meetings 


Excelsior  District 

Saturday,  October  20 
10:00  am  to  12:30  pm 
Monroe  Elementary  School 
260  Madrid  St  at  Excelsior  Ave 

The  nearost  MUNI  bus  lines  are 
14.  29. 49  and  52 

Inner  Sunset 

Monday,  October  22 
6.00  pm  to  6:30  pm 

County  Fair  Building  iHaii  of  Fiov/ersl 
near  entrance  to  SF  Botanical  Garden 
9th  Ave  at  Lincoln  Way 

The  nearest  MUNi  lines  are  NJuOah 
6.  43.44  66an0  71 


Mission  District 

Saturday,  October  20 
3:00  pm  to  5:30  pm 
St  Peter’s  Catholic  Church 
1200  Florida  St  at  24th  St 

The  nearest  MUNI  bus  lines  ate 
9,  27  and  48 

Civic  Center 

Tuesday,  October  23 
6:00  pm  to  8:30  pm 
Bill  Graham  Civic  Auditorium 
99  Grove  St  at  Polk  St 

The  r>earest  8ART  and  MUNi  station  is 
Civic  Center  The  nearest  MUNI  Ous 
iir^sareS  19.  21  ar>d49 


For  more  information,  visit  our  web  site:  www.sftep.com,  e-mail  us  at  info<§>sftep.com,  or 
call  (415)  701-4599  Spanish  and  Chinese  speakers  may  call  (415)  226-1313. 


Wheelchair 

Accessible 


Please  call  (415)  226-1313  at  least  72  hours  before  the  meeting  if  you 
need  any  special  accommodations,  such  as  American  Sign  Language 
interpreters  or  materials  in  alternate  formats. 


Transit  Effectiveness  Project 

SFMTA  San  Francisco  Murticipal  Transportation  Agency 


MARy  Iace.com 

Your  Source  for  Potrero  Hill  Real  Estate  Sales 


y 


Mary  Lace 

415.229.1357 

mary@marylace.com 


ATRI 


COLXMUeU. 

mAHtf/BKO 


What's  the  Value  of  Your  Property  Today? 

Ask  Mary  Lace,  the  Hill's  real  estate  specialist  since  1980.  She  has  the  knowle(dge  an(J 
experience  you  need.  Mary  lives  on  Potrero  Hill  and  loves  it  - she  really  knows  and 
cares  about  our  community. 


Ask  Your  Neighbors  about  Mary  Lace 

"Mary  was  very  conscientious  about  staying  on  top  of  details.  She  is  friendly  and 
cheerful  and  does  not  get  rattled  when  unexpected  details  arise.  It  was  a distinct 
pleasure  to  work  with  Mary  and  1 would  recommend  her  without  reservation." 

- Dean  R. 

"Your  professionalism  is  impeccable;  your  sense  of  humor  and  practicality  a delight; 
and  throughout,  we  knew  you  would  act  in  our  best  interests  and  in  fact  you  did." 

- )anet ). 
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November  1-5 

Art:  The  Second  (After)  Life  Cafe 
Artlst/Curator/DJA/ideographer  George 
Aguilar  shows  multimedia  projections  of 
art  actions  happening  on  the  metaverse 
Second  Life,  a growing  online  3D 
social  network  with  roughly  one  million 
users.  Tuesday  to  Friday,  2 to  7 p.m., 
Saturday,  noon  to  5 p.m.,  SomArts 
Main  Gallery,  934  Brannan  Street. 
Information:  552.2131,  extension  7. 

November  2 
Film:  King  Corn 

King  Corn  is  a feature  documentary 
about  two  friends,  one  acre  of  corn, 
and  the  subsidized  crop  that  drives 
our  fast-food  nation.  In  the  film  Ian 
Cheney  and  Curt  Ellis,  best  friends  from 
college  on  the  east  coast,  move  to  the 
heartland  to  learn  where  their  food 
comes  from.  With  the  help  of  friendly 
neighbors,  genetically  modified  seeds, 
and  powerful  herbicides,  they  plant 
and  grow  a bumper  crop  of  America’s 
most-productive,  most-subsidized  grain 
on  one  acre  of  Iowa  soil.  But  when 
they  try  to  follow  their  pile  of  corn  into 
the  food  system,  what  they  find  raises 
troubling  questions  about  how  we  eat, 
and  how  we  farm.  Red  Vic  Movie 
House,  Haight  Street.  Information: 
http://www.redvicmoviehouse.com/. 

November  2-3 

Theater:  Sins  Invalid 
Twelve  provocative  artists  from 
California  to  New  York  strip  taboos  off 
sexuality  and  disability  in  Sins  Invalid, 
a groundbreaking  evening  of  erotic 
spoken  word,  performance  and  video. 
Texas  artist  Maria  Palacios  performs 
her  acclaimed  spoken  word  piece 
about  making  love  to  a woman  in  a 
wheelchair.  8 p.m.,  Brava  Theater, 
2789  24th  Street.  Information: 
510.649.8438;  www.thedancingtree. 
org. 

November  2-3  & 9*10 

Theater:  The  Pandora  Experiment 
Experience  intimate  theatrical  magic  by 
award-winning  magician  and  illusionist 
Christian  Cagigal,  who  dares  you  to 
think  inside  the  box.  Cagigal  won 
"Best  of  Fringe"  in  2004  with  his  Magic 
@ the  Fringe,  and  enjoyed  sold-out 
performances  at  both  the  2003  and  2004 
San  Francisco  Fringe  Festivals.  Tickets 
$12  to  $20.  8:30  p.m.,  EXIT  Cafe, 

156  Eddy  Street.  Information:  673- 
3847;  www.theexit.org. 

November  3 

Environment:  Rally  to  Stop  Global 
Warming 

Support  efforts  to  reduce  greenhouse 
gas  emissions  by  joining  this  rally  in 
your  funkiest  and  fly  blue  threads. 
Participants  are  encouraged  to  wear 
bright  blue  clothing  and  blue  body 
paint,  and  to  carry  posters  and  banners 
supporting  a healthy  planet.  Noon  to  3 
p.m.,  355  McAllister  Street. 

November  5 

Awards  Luncheon:  Silver  Spur  Awards 
San  Francisco  Planning  and  Urban 
Research  Association  hosts  their  annual 
awards  luncheon,  spotlighting  notable 
contributors  to  the  community.  This 


year’s  honorees  include  Paula  R. 

Collins,  CEO  of  WDG  Ventures,  Inc.; 

Dr.  Marco  Guiterrez,  one  of  KRON’s 
first  Latino  reporters;  Jon  Osaki, 
executive  director  of  the  Japanese 
Community  Youth  Council;  and  Walter 
H.  Shorenstein,  founder  of  Shorenstein 
Company  LLC.  $150  regular  tickets. 
10:30  a.m.  to  1:30  p.m.,  Moscone 
Center  North,  between  Third  and  Fourth 
streets.  Information;  781-8726;  www. 
spur.org. 

Community:  Interim  Controls 
Support  Supervisor  Tom  Ammiano’s 
proposed  ordinance  to  establish 
interim  zoning  controls  for  the  Eastern 
Neighborhoods  Planning  Area,  which 
would  deny  building  permits  for  18 
months  or  until  area  plans  are  adopted. 

1 p.m..  Room  263,  City  Hall. 

Theater:  Sonny’s  Blues 
Word  for  Word  presents  a staged 
reading  of  Sonny’s  Blues  by  James 
Baldwin.  In  Baldwin's  story,  set  in 
1950’s  Harlem,  two  brothers  - the 
elder  a schoolteacher  and  family  man; 
the  younger,  Sonny,  a jazz  musician 
with  a troubled  past  - navigate  a tense 
and  complicated  relationship  against 
the  jazzy  rhythmic  background  of  city 
life.  Suggested  $12  donation.  7 p.m., 
Lorraine  Hansberry  Theater,  620  Sutter 
Street.  Information:  437.6775. 

November  7*25 

Theater:  Stardust  and  Empty 
Wagons 

Stardust  and  Empty  Wagons:  Stories 
of  the  Katrina  Diaspora  is  a multi- 
disciplinary theatrical  tapestry  written 
by  Ellen  Gavin  from  the  direct  testimony 
of  Katrina  survivors  living  in  the  Bay 
Area.  The  Hot  8,  featured  in  Spike 
Lee's  2006  documentary  When  the 
Levee’s  Broke,  will  perform  live  music 
during  the  run’s  first  week.  Tickets  $28 
to  $30.  Wednesday  to  Saturday  shows 
at  8:00  p.m.;  Sundays  at  3 p.m.  Brava 
Theater  Center,  2789  24th  Street  at 
York. 

November  8-28 

Art:  "Evolution" 

Five  Bay  Area  artists  respond  to  a 
world  in  crises  with  imagery  of  war  and 
peace,  messengers  and  ancestors,  using 
paintings,  drawings,  prints,  sculpture, 
and  installations.  Tuesday  to  Friday,  2 
to  7 p.m.,  Saturday,  noon  to  5 p.m., 
SomArts  Main  Gallery,  934  Brannan 
Street.  Information:  552.2131, 
extension  7. 

November  9 

Community:  Downtown  High  Meet- 
and-Greet 

New  principal  Mark  Alvarado  from 
Downtown  High  (Continuation) 

School  hosts  a coffee  meet-and-greet 
with  neighbors  interested  in  learning 
about  the  school’s  email  watch  and 
other  school  programs  effecting  the 
surrounding  community.  10  a.m., 
Downtown  High  School,  693  Vermont 
Street.  Information:  695.5860. 

CD  Release  Party:  The  Curt  Yagi  Band 

Potrero  Hill  resident  Curt  Yagi’s  CD 
Release  will  feature  a classy  evening 
of  live  music,  beautiful  'art  and  good 


©ENTERTAINMENT 
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people.  $10  advance;  $15  at  the 
door.  8 p.m.  to  1 a.m..  Jelly’s  Cafe, 
295  Terry  Francois  Boulevard,  Pier  50. 
Information:  606.9727;  www.curtyagi. 
com. 

November  lO 

Fundraiser:  Neighbors  of  San 
Francisco  General  Hospital 
Join  a benefit  dinner  and  fundraising 
auction  to  support  the  Neighbors  of 
SFGH.  The  hospital  is  about  to  publish 
their  helipad  environmental  impact 
report  and  funds  are  needed  to  hire 
safety  and  noise  experts  to  respond 
effectively.  Get  an  update  on  SFGH 
helipad  plans,  and  enjoy  delicious 
Nepalese  and  Indian  food  catered 
by  Taste  of  the  Himalayas,  including 
beer,  wine,  and  soft  drinks  and  live 
music.  Tickets  $75  in  advance;  $90 
at  the  door.  7 to  10  p.m.,  Nabe,  953 
De  Haro  Street.  Information:  www. 
stopthehelipad.com. 

November  13 

Community:  Sewer  System 
Improvement  Plan 
Comment  on  City  plans  to  improve 
our  sewer  system,  including  proposed 
alternatives  and  potential  costs.  This 
workshop  will  be  conducted  as  part 
of  a San  Francisco  Public  Utility 
Commission  formal  meeting,  and  begin 
with  a half-hour  open  house,  followed 
by  a presentation  and  interactive 
discussion.  5:30  to  8 p.m..  Southeast 
Community  Facility,  Alex  L.  Pitcher, 

Jr.  Community  Room,  1800  Oakdale 
Avenue.  Information:  www.sfsewers. 
org;  554.3289. 

November  15 

Live  Music:  Tastemakers 
Come  listen  to  the  Tastemakers  with 
The  Father  J.  O’Brien.  The  Tastemakers 
are  Abel  Mouton,  Michael  Mullen  and 
Matt  Sieling,  guys  who’ve  been  in  a 
zillion  bands  playing  one  another's 
original  pop  songs,  rock  songs  and 
ballads.  Three  singer/songwriters, 
gathered  together  under  one  umbrella, 
improvising  on  guitars,  keyboards, 
and  other  doo-dads  and  whiz-bangers. 
7:30  p.m.,  Farley's,  1315  18th 
Street.  Information:  648.1545;  www. 
farleyscoffee.com. 

November  15-December  16 

Theater:  Staircase 
This  hysterical  comedy  was  one  of 
the  first  gay  plays  to  tackle  Broadway 
and  the  big  screen.  The  marriage  of 
Charlie  and  Harry  is  threatened  by  the 
ominous  presence  of  the  police,  even 
though  it’s  1966  and  they’ve  been 
together  forever.  Tickets  $15  to  $35, 
Theater  Rhinoceros,  2926  16'^  Street. 
Information:  861.5079. 

November  16 

Symphony:  Junkestra 
Oboes  and  violins  will  make  way  for 
serving  trays  and  copper  pipes  when 
musicians  perform  local  composer 
Nathaniel  Stookey’s  “Junkestra,”  an 
original  symphony  in  three  movements 
under  the  baton  of  San  Francisco 
Symphony  Resident  Conductor 
Benjamin  Schwartz.  The  San  Francisco 
Symphony  Youth  Orchestra  will  play 
the  percussion  section;  proceeds  will 


benefit  the  Boys  and  Girls  Clubs  of 
Visitacion  Valley.  Tickets  $10  to 
$15.  8 p.m.,  Herbst  Theater.  401 
Van  Ness  Avenue.  Information:  www. 
cityboxoffice.com. 

November  20-March  3 

Floral  Display:  Color,  a Winter 
Carnivale 

"Colon  A Winter  Carnivale”  is  a 
dazzling  show  of  colorful  petals  and 
foliage  set  in  a turn-of-the-century 
world’s  fair  atmosphere.  Hundreds  of 
plants  will  be  arranged  in  color  clusters 
of  red,  blue,  purple,  orange,  yellow, 
green  and  silver/white,  creating  a 
living  rainbow.  Children  will  love  the 
Wheel  of  Flora-tune,  a casino-quality 
big  spin  that  sends  them  on  a hunt 
for  color  clues.  9 a.m.  to  5 p.m.. 
Conservatory  of  Flowers,  Golden  Gate 
Park.  Information;  666.7001;  WWW. 
conservatoryofflowers.org. 

November  22 

Thanksgiving:  Farley's 
Continuing  their  annual  tradition, 
ail  tips  will  be  donated  to  the  San 
Francisco  Food  Bank,  a Potrero  Hill 
nonprofit  that  feeds  the  hungry. 

Farley’s  will  be  open  from  8 a.m. 
until  2 p.m..  Farley's,  1315  18th 
Street.  Information:  648.1545;  www. 
farleyscoffee.com. 

November  27 

Photography:  Christopher  Irion 
Last  chance  to  view  Christopher  Irion’s 
photos  from  the  17th  Annual  Farley’s 
Pet  Fest  and  Parade.  All  photos  from 
the  Halloween  event  will  be  taken 
down  and  given  away  free  to  those  who 
participated.  7 p.m.,  Farley’s,  1315 
IS'"  Street,  information:  648.1545; 
www.farleyscoffee.com. 

November  30 

Comedy;  Third  and  a half  Annual  Cafe 
con  Comedy 

A wide  array  of  Bay  Area  comedians 
will  be  performing  at  the  third  and 
a half  Annual  Cafe  con  Comedy,  a 
night  of  comedy  at  Dolores  Park  Cafe 
in  the  Mission.  The  line-up  features 
a diverse  mix  of  comics,  ranging  in 
age  from  18  to  74;  African  American, 
Asian  American,  Jewish,  Caucasian 
American,  gay/lesbian,  straight  comics. 
$7  to  $10.  7:30  p.m.,  Dolores  Park 
Cafe,  501  Dolores  Street.  Information: 
522.3737;  www.doloresparkcafe.com. 
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Hill  Hesident  Curt  ^ Releases  Debut  Album 


By  Kerry  Fleisher 

After  10  years  toiling  for  the 
corporate  world  as  a high-technology 
consultant.  Potrero  Hill  resident 
Curt  Yagi  followed  his  instincts  and 
swapped  his  private  sector  gig  for  a 
full-time  position  in  the  nonprofit 
world.  This  turning  point  in  his 
life  seeps  through  his  first  album 
What’s  Come  Over  Me.  an  earnest 
and  heartfelt  debut  to  be  released  in 
mid-November. 


“I  never  had  the  confidence  to 
write  my  own  music,  let  alone  sing 
in  public,”  said  Yagi,  who’d  always 
taken  a backseat  to  fellow  musicians 
until  he  picked  up  a guitar  a few  years 
ago.  He’s  since  shed  his  inhibitions 
and  gone  solo,  singing  lead  vocals 
in  The  Curt  Yagi  Band.  His  outfit 


has  played  at  the  Bill  Graham  Civic 
Auditorium,  Herbst  Theater,  and  Red 
Devil  Lounge,  and  will  next  be  taking 
the  stage  at  Jelly’s  on  Pier  50  for  his 
CD  release  party. 

In  What’s  Come  Over  Me  Yagi 
cranks-out  wistful  pop  tunes  that 
feature  his  breezy  voice  and  coming- 
of-age  lyrics.  He  sets  his  upbeat, 
feel-good  guitar  chords  to  a brassy 
horn  section  on  his  track  “Can’t  Get 
My  Way,”  and  croons  over  somber 
piano  riffs  in  the  softer  feature  track 
“What’s  Come  Over  Me.” 

Nine  years  ago.  Yagi  suffered 
a knee  injury  that  kept  him  on 
crutches,  prompting  him  to  write  a 
five-year  plan  to  phase-out  of  the 
corporate  world  in  order  to  “find 
meaning  in  my  life.”  He  soon  began 
volunteering  every  Saturday  at 
Real  Options  For  Kids  (R.O.C.K.), 
a nonprofit  that  provides  in-and 
after-school  enrichment  programs 
and  outdoor  adventures  for  at-risk 
youth. 

When  the  previous  executive 
director  announced  his  resignation, 
Yagi  didn’t  balk  at  the  opportunity 
to  manage  the  organization  full-time. 
“It  was  a no-brainer,”  said  Yagi,  even 
though  his  salary  took  a huge  slash. 
“In  the  back  of  my  mind.  I always 
thought  the  best  part  of  my  week  was 
Saturday." 

After  accepting  his  new  position, 
Yagi  moved  from  Cow  Hollow  to 
18th  Street  near  Arkansas  Street, 
which  helped  facilitate  his  commute 
to  R.O.C.K.,  which  is  located  in  the 
Excelsior.  During  the  transition. 


Yagi  added  guitar  to  his  bass  and 
piano  skills,  and  started  playing  open 
mikes  around  the  Bay  Area  in  spite  of 
his  stage  fright.  “My  kids  at  R.O.C.K. 
on  the  other  hand,  are  fearless.”  said 
Yagi.  “Being  in  public  doesn’t  seem 
to  frighten  them." 

What’s  Come  Over  Me  is  a 
testament  to  Yagi’s  dedication  to 
R.O.CK.  and  the  turning  point  it 
prompted  in  his  life,  musically  and 
professionally.  In  one  song  Yagi 
sings,  “Every  day  is  the  same  as  the 


one  I saw  before/  eyes  don't  change 
separation  of  rich  and  poor/  can’t 
accept  helpless  feeling  inside  them.” 
From  the  corporate  world  to  youth 
development,  Yagi  is  now  proud  to 
be  centerstage,  inspiring  others  to 
discover  their  true  calling. 

Join  Yagi  for  his  release  party  on 
November  9th  at  Jelly’s,  295  Terry 
Francois  Boulevard,  Pier  50,  8 p.m. 
to  1 a.m.  Snippets  of  his  songs  are 
available  at  www.curtyagi.com. 
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1379  De  Haro  Street 

Jewel  on  the  Hill! 

Single  Family  Home  for  the  price  of  a condo! 
Beautifully  remodeled  2-Bdrm,  1.5-Bath  home  with  Sunset 
VIEWS  to  Twin  Peaks!  Updated  kitchen,  hardwood  floors 
and  new  paint,  quiet  Office  Space,  sunny  walk-out  deck 
and  tranquil  garden.  Generous  1-car  garage  with  ample  storage. 

$739,000 


EXPERIENCE  & EXPERTISE  GO  HAND-IN-HAND 
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Publisher’s  View 

continued  from  front  page 
planning  loophole;  in  2002  the  City 
denied  a request  to  convert  the 
remaining  square  footage  to  office 
space.  But  earlier  this  year  a proposal 
to  change  the  entire  building  to  office 
space,  with  a waiver  of  the  additional 
parking  spaces  required  under  City 
ordinances,  seemed  to  be  on  its  way 
to  quick  approval  by  the  Planning 
Department. 

A number  of  land  use  activists 
within  and  outside  Potrero  Hill 
alerted  Kelly  to  the  impending 
approval,  who  took  their  concerns 
to  the  Planning  Department  and  to 
Supervisor  Maxwell.  At  a Planning 
Department  meeting  held  in  May.  and 
attended  by  650  Townsend’s  attorney, 
Harry  O’Brien:  Macris;  Kelly;  and 
Boss.  Macris  indicated  that  the  City 
was  likely  to  consent  to  the  project. 
According  to  Kelly,  he  protested 
that  all  project  authorizations  in 
the  Eastern  Neighborhoods  should 
wait  until  ongoing  comprehensive 
planning  efforts  had  been  completed, 
and  a system  to  assess  developer  fees 
to  pay  for  the  public  improvements 
prompted  by  growth  established. 
Boss  added  that  eliminating  the 
requirement  for  400  parking  spaces 

- which  could  cost  Townsend,  LLC 
upwards  of  $6  million  - would  add 
to  the  already  congested  traffic 
situation  in  the  area. 

In  response  to  Kelly’s  and  Boss’ 
protests,  O'Brien  offered  to  make 
an  additional  contribution  towards 
public  benefits  in  the  Showplace 
Square  area,  with  the  proviso  that 
a significant  portion  of  the  funds  be 
dedicated  towards  transit  planning; 
that  the  agreement  be  between  the 
neighborhood  and  the  property 
owners,  rather  than  with  the  Planning 
Department;  and  that  it  be  kept 
confidential.  And  they  wanted  a 
quick  decision.  Macris  concurred 
that  any  agreement  on  additional 
funds  would  have  to  be  between 
the  community  and  the  developer; 
the  Planning  Department  had  no 
capacity  to  handle  the  monies. 

Kelly  gathered  advice  on  the 
Townsend  proposal  from  the  Boosters 
and  Dogpatch  Neighborhood 
Association’s  executive  committees, 
and  participants  in  Plan  Potrero  Hill 

- a group  dedicated  to  comprehensive 
planning  in  the  eastern  neighborhoods 

- among  others.  According  to  Kelly, 
“the  unanimous  consensus  in  every 
group  I met  with  was  ‘get  as  much  as 
you  can.’  No  one  said  the  offer  should 
be  rejected,  except  me.” 

The  Townsend  Street  owner’s 
request  to  convert  roughly  270,000 
square  feet  of  business  service  space 
and  a bit  more  than  100,000  square 
feet  of  exhibition  space,  to  office 
space,  with  a smattering  of  retail; 
and  for  a waiver  of  the  requirement 
to  provide  402  additional  parking 
spaces  was  approved  at  the  June  7th 
San  Francisco  Planning  Commission 
meeting.  Kelly  and  Boss,  speaking 
on  behalf  of  “the  community  groups 
represented  here  today”  - including 
the  Potrero  Boosters  praised  the 
project  sponsor  for  responding 
to  neighborhood  concerns  “very 
creatively,”  and  urged  the  Commission 
to  complete  comprehensive  planning 


efforts  in  the  area. 

Part  Two 

Like  most  neighborhood  activists, 
neither  Kelly  nor  Boss  are  paid 
for  their  work  on  behalf  of  the 
community.  Kelly  is  employed  by  a 
large  cultural  organization  during 
the  day,  manages  the  Thick  House 
- which  is  located  on  18th  Street, 
and  is,  according  to  SFGate,  home  to 
San  Francisco’s  leading  multiracial 
theater  company  - and  serves  as 
the  Boosters’  volunteer  president. 
Boss,  who  is  a Booster  and  Dogpatch 
neighborhood  association  officer, 
and  who  may  be  the  most  active 
activist  in  southeast  San  Francisco, 
attending  multiple  community 
meetings  every  week,  represents 
developers  - including  the  owners 
of  Dagget  Triangle,  located  at  the 
corners  of  16th,  7th,  Pennsylvania 
and  Dagget  streets  - in  negotiations 
with  the  City. 

Because  of  their  positions  with  the 
Boosters  and  Dogpatch  neighborhood 
associations,  as  well  as  their  general 
involvement  in  community  issues, 
Kelly  and  Boss  are  frequently  called 
upon  by  Supervisor  Maxwell’s 
office,  the  Planning  Department, 
and  others  for  consultations  on 
community  issues.  Boss  was  one 
of  the  first  District  10  residents  to 
brief  Supervisor  Maxwell’s  latest 
staff  person.  John  Lau.  on  key 
community  land  use  issues,  providing 
Lau  with  a customized  tour  of  the 
neighborhood, 

According  to  Kelly,  however,  the 
agreement  with  Townsend,  LLC  was 
not  made  on  behalf  of  the  Boosters, 
but  rather  emerged  through  informal 
negotiations  conducted  by  volunteer- 
citizens  under  a tight  deadline 
imposed  by  the  developer  and  backed 
by  the  City.  “The  Boosters  didn't 
negotiate  any  agreement  [with  650 
Townsend,  LLC],  and  the  creation  of 
the  fund  wasn’t  a Boosters  activity. 
Joe  [Bossl  assisted  as  a private 
citizen,”  developing  a terms  letter 
with  the  Showplace  Square  property 
owner.  “Neighborhood associations, 
even  large  and  popular  ones  like  the 
Boosters,  cannot  realistically  claim  to 
represent  the  entire  neighborhood,” 
said  Kelly. 

Because  the  negotiations 
proceeded  so  rapidly,  Kelly  didn’t 
bring  the  proposal  to  the  Booster’s 
general  meetings,  which  are  held  once 
a month.  As  a result,  most  Boosters, 
let  alone  community  residents,  were 
unaware  that  an  agreement,  whether 
it  be  viewed  positively  or  negatively, 
had  been  made  on  behalf  of  the 
neighborhood.  “I  don’t  like  secret 
deals,”  said  Dick  Millet,  who  serves 
as  the  Boosters  Vice  President,  “And 
I don’t  like  the  Boosters  associated 
with  this  type  of  thing.  I didn’t 
have  a clue  about  the  full  extent  of 
this  deal,  and  I’m  an  officer  in  the 
association.” 

Part  Three 

Throughout  the  summer  Boss 
worked  with  650  Townsend  LLC  on 
the  size  and  characteristics  of  their 
donation,  identified  the  San  R’ancisco 
Foundation  as  the  appropriate  fiscal 
sponsor  for  the  funds,  and  consulted 
with  some  Potrero  Hill  residents  on 
how  the  monies  should  be  spent. 
“Nobody  else  was  going  to  do  it.” 
said  Boss,  of  the  intensive  pro  bono 


work  he  undertook  to  implement 
the  agreement.  The  negotiations, 
and  their  outcome,  were  kept  secret, 
or  as  secret  as  such  things  can  be 
kept  in  a small  community.  “That’s 
what  the  developer  wanted,”  said 
Boss,  who  remains  concerned  that 
650  Townsend,  LLC  could  still  pull- 
out of  the  agreement.  Townsend 
LLC  “didn’t  want  to  be  sucked 
into  a public  auction  over  their 
contribution,”  confirmed  Kelly. 

According  to  both  Kelly  and 
Boss,  the  developer  insisted  that 
$600,000  of  the  $1.5  million  fund 
- which  has  been  termed  the  Eastern 
Neighborhood  Public  Benefits  Trust 
Fund  - be  dedicated  towards  transit 
planning  in  the  area.  The  remaining 
monies  are  to  be  disbursed  as  guided 
by  Trust  Fund  advisors,  who  had 
to  be  approved  by  the  building 
owner,  according  to  Boss  and  Kelly. 
Boss.  Keith  Goldstein,  President 
of  the  Potrero  Hill  Association  of 
Merchants  and  Businesses  (PHAMB), 
and  Susan  Eslick,  President  of  the 
Dogpatch  Neighborhood  Association 
were  selected  to  serve  as  advisors, 
apparently  by  Boss  in  consultation 
with  650  Townsend  LLC. 

At  PHAMB’s  October  general 
meeting  Goldstein  announced  the 
overall  dimensions  of  the  agreement, 
and  named  a number  of  nonprofits 
as  recipients  of  Trust  Fund  monies. 
These  included  $200,000  to  the 
Potrero  Residents  Education  Fund 
(PREFund),  which  is  working  to 
develop  a preschool  located  at 
Daniel  Webster  Elementary  School: 
$200,000  to  GreenTrust,  a recently 
organized  nonprofit  dedicated  to 
creating  open  space  along  the  Central 
Waterfront,  and  who’s  board  chair, 
Janet  Carpinelli,  is  married  to  Boss; 
$150,000  to  the  Thick  House;  and  an 
undetermined  amount  to  the  Potrero 
Hill  Neighborhood  House.  The 
remaining  monies  - a few  hundred 
thousand  dollars  - will  be  distributed 
through  a yet  to  be  defined  proposal 
process. 

Epilogue 

“Who  exactly  are  these  people  to 
negotiate  this  kind  of  deal  on  behalf 
of  the  neighborhood.”  asked  one 
Potrero  Hill  resident,  upon  hearing 
of  the  agreement  from  Boss  last 
month.  “And  while  most  of  these 
nonprofits  provide  good  services  to 
the  neighborhood,  giving  more  than 
one-third  of  the  funds  to  the  San 
Francisco  Municipal  Transportation 
Agency  to  study  transit  is  like  flushing 
it  down  the  toilet.” 

“It's  tantamount  to  blackmail," 
said  Michael  Yarne,  director  of 
development  at  Martin  Building 
Company,  which  has  pledged 
$100,000  towards  GreenTrust  once 
the  company  obtains  its  permit  for  a 
Third  Street  development  project. 

Boss  “was  tasked  with  something 
both  thankless  and  difficult,  given 
the  Planning  Department’s  mandate 
of  pushing  the  project  forward 
with  or  without  a public  benefits 


contribution,”  said  Kelly.  “Seven 
years  into  a community-based 
planning  process  and  10  months 
after  presenting  a draft  plan  to  the 
community,  the  Planning  Department 
still  has  no  clear  public  benefits 
program  in  mind  that  actually 
supports  its  area  plan.  That’s  what 
looks  bad  here,  not  a couple  of  private 
citizens  doing  their  best  to  do  right 
by  the  neighborhood.” 

Almost  everyone  interviewed 
for  this  article  expressed  round 
support  for  the  projects  selected  by 
the  Trust  Fund.  But  many  have  deep 
reservations  about  the  process  by 
which  the  agreement  was  developed 
and  the  grants  made.  “I  was  troubled 
by  the  transaction,  which  is  why  I 
raised  it  at  the  Merchant’s  meeting. . . 
there  should  be  a better  process  for 
these  types  of  agreements  in  the 
future,”  said  Goldstein.  Others 
were  more  pointed  in  their  criticism. 
“The  proof  of  the  problem  is  in  the 
outcome,”  said  Mark  Trautwein,  a 
KQED-Radio  producer.  “A  couple 
of  nonprofits  that  were  friends  with 
or  family  of  the  negotiator  received  a 
healthy  slice  of  the  funds.  Who  will 
ever  know  who  didn’t  get  money  that 
should  have?” 

When  asked  about  the  agreement 
several  PREFund  members  were 
careful  about  how  they  responded, 
noting  that  they  were  cautioned  to 
keep  quiet,  and  mindful  that  a cause 
they  support  had  been  singled  out  as 
a recipient  of  a significant  amount 
of  funds.  Other  residents  refused  to 
talk  on  record,  for  fear  that  if  they 
publicly  criticized  the  agreement 
it  would  harm  their  relationship 
with  Supervisor  Maxwell  and  other 
powerful  community  members. 
And  still  others  had  nothing  to  say 
because  the  entire  story  was  news 
to  them. 

As  Potrero  Hill  faces  an  avalanche 
of  development,  and  the  potential 
for  a concomitant  amount  of  public 
benefits  money,  it’s  the  wrong  time  to 
keep  quiet  about  the  way  agreements 
are  made.  In  the  absence  of  healthy 
and  extensive  debate  about  important 
public  issues  we  risk  not  knowing 
how  best  to  proceed  with  complex 
problems,  neglecting  important 
ones,  and  sowing  distrust  among 
neighbors.  Which  is  the  outcome 
developers  would  like;  a divided  and 
squabbling  community,  unable  to 
stand-up  to  the  large  economic  forces 
coming  its  way. 

It’s  past  time  for  the  City  to  finish 
its  comprehensive  plan  for  southeast 
San  Francisco,  and  to  establish  a 
rational  method  for  assessing  and 
disbursing  the  fees  necessary  for  new 
developments  to  pay  for  the  public 
services  they  prompt.  Without  such 
a plan  the  community  will  continue 
to  be  placed  in  the  excruciatingly 
difficult  position  of  being  forced  to 
salvage  some  community  benefits 
from  a process  that  currently 
guarantees  none. 


Happy  Thanksgiving! 
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Pick  up  the  New  2008  Potrero  Hill 
Merchant's  Directory  here  at 
The  Good  Life. 

Sale  Prices  Effective:  November  1 - 18, 2007 


Open  Every  Day!  8 AM  to  8 PM  ' 1524  Twentieth  Street  - Potrero  Hill ' San  Francisco  ' 415'282'9204 


...at  The  Good  Life  Grocery 


Wallaby 

Lowfat  Yogurt  QW3ANIC. 

6 02  -reg  1 15  * ' 


wallaby 

npriAkur-  « 


69<t 


Organic  Extra 
Large  Brown  Eggs 


6 pack  'feg  2 49 


Clover  Organic  Daily 

Organic  Mil/e  Gallons 


$1.99 


lAUER 

™ (~^ ream 

STORNETTA  h!  .^^79 


all  varieties 
12B0Z  -reg6  39 


$4.99 


Organic  Whipping 
Cream 

16  oz  -reg  3 59 

$2.99 


VW  4Uu» 

Clif  Foods  ^ 

Clif  Bars  & 

Clif  Luna  Bars 


all  varielies 
1 6/2  4 oz  -reg  1 75 


CLOwa 


$1.49 


Ben  & Jerry's 

Ice  Cream 

all  llavore 
16  oz  'reg  3 99 


Clover  Dairy 

Clover  Egg  Nog 

32  oz  reg  2 99 

regular  or  light  64  oz  -reg  5 49 

IP  $2.49  $4.99 


■ CIOVOI 

M«MO« 

$3.99 


10  for  $10 


Sour  Cream 

regulator  light 
16  oz  -reg  2 69 

$2.29 


2 for  $5 


Planet 

Ultra  Laundry 

• % Detergent 

^ lOOoz  -reg  11  99 *1* 

$6.99 


Organic  Sour  Cream 

16  oz  -reg  3 19 

$2.59 


Vicolo 

Cornmeal 
Crust  Pizzas 

all  vaneties 

14  5/15750Z  -reg849 


$6.99 


Ciao  Bella 

Gelato 

all  flavors 
16  oz.  -reg  5 49 


Green  Forest 

Recycled  Paper  Towels 


-reg  1 69 


2 for  $7 


Passport  . 

Everything  Crackers  $3.99 

12  8 02  -reg  4 99  ‘ 


oom. 


•owacnMil 


odwaila  Odwalla 


Organic  Butter 

sweeTorsaiierf  a 4 n » 11^ 

1602  -reg  5 49  I 

$4.99  *“■** 

The  Saturday  Staff 


Fresh  Apple  Juice 

64  02  -reg  6 » 


juice  tor  humans 

Organic 
Carrot  Juice 

64  oz  -reg  7 69 

$5.99 


$3.99 


Earth's  Best 
Organic  Baby  Foods 

4 0Z  -reg99« 

Fruits  & Vegetables 
Vegetable  Combinations 
Strained  Dinners 


79c 


Alden's 

Organic  Ice  Cream 

all  flavors  ^ ^ _ 

48oz-tegS5  99  $3.99 


The  Monday  Crew 


Capricorn  Coffee  I C' 

Organic  FairTrade  Dark 
French  Roast  Coffee  Beans  o 

Bulk -reg  58  99  lb 

$5.99  lb. 

CelesH 

Holiac 


(from  left)  Jorge  Bueso,  Kayren  Hudiburgh, 
Lorenz  Zelaya,  Krystal  Silva.  Faviola 
Munoz,  Davi  Lang.  Misael  Buezo,  Elmer 
Mayen,  and  Roberto  Henrjquez 


I 'll 


Celestj^  Seasonings 

'olk 

iid^v 
of -res 

2 for  $5 


Holiday  Teas 

Hoiim  vaneties  only! 
20  cf^-reg  3 49 


Willie  Bird. 


(from  left)  Ktm  Goussev,  Zach  Waiczak,  Urn  Lawe, 
Josefina  Campos.  Samantha,  Zuvella.  Jesus  Hernandez, 
Manny  Miro,  and  "Napo"  Martinez 

Now  Taking  Orders 
for  your  Thanksgiving 

T urkey 

$ S.OO  DEPOSIT  REQUIRED 

Orders  taken  Thru  1 1/1 8 

Thanksoivinc  is  Nov.  22 
Orcanic  turkeys  Available 

Phone  Orders 
Accepted 
415-282-9204 
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Helicopter 

continued  from  front  page 

co-pilot  to  verify  that  the  helicopter 
simulated  the  agreed-upon  flight 
paths,  which  were  selected  based 
upon  easterly  and  westerly  wind 
patterns. 

During  each  simulated  flight 
the  helicopter  slowed  down  for 
several  knots  when  descending  to 
140  feet— the  landing  pad’s  proposed 
height— and  hovered  for  five  seconds, 
in  a maneuver  designed  to  simulate 
helicopter  landing  and  take-off. 
At  the  request  of  working  group 
members,  Langlois  also  descended 
to  10  feet  and  hovered  15  additional 
seconds.  Typically,  helicopters 
slowdown  when  approaching  a 
landing  site,  hovering  no  more  than 
two  to  three  seconds  before  landing 
and  idling  their  motor.  Some  working 
group  members  opposed  the  extended 
test  flight  hovering,  since  hovering 
requires  more  engine  power,  and 
thus  produces  noise  levels  that  are 
arguably  louder  than  a real  landing. 

In  a last  minute  revision  the 
helicopter  also  hovered  over  Pier  64 
on  16th  street  after  completing  the 
first  of  its  three  preordained  flight 
paths.  That  flight  was  intended 
to  test  the  noise  associated  with  a 
possible  shared  helipad  that  would 
serve  both  San  Francisco  General 
Hospital  (SFGH)  and  UCSF  Mission 
Bay  under  the  San  Francisco  Port’s 
jurisdiction. 

UCSF  plans  to  give  the  test 
flight’s  sound  signatures  to  Harris 
Miller  Miller  & Hanson  (HMMH), 
a noise  consulting  firm,  which  will 
measure  the  noise  data  against 
Integrated  Noise  Model  estimates, 
which  provides  a baseline  sound 
environment.  Sound  monitors 
were  installed  at  six  representative 
locations  in  Mission  Bay,  Potrero 
Hill,  and  South-of-Market,  with 
approximately  ten  sound  monitors 
installed  to  measure  the  existing  noise 
characteristics  over  a week  period. 
Working  group  members  and  UCSF 
staff  are  debating  who  has  rights  to 
the  sound  data;  many  volunteers  who 
collected  their  own  data  want  to  get 
copies  of  the  “official”  information, 
while  UCSF  staff  is  concerned  with 
the  legal  ramifications  of  releasing 
their  data. 

While  HMMH’s  noise  data 
analysis  will  be  released  as  part  of  the 
helipad’s  EIR,  neighbors  watching  the 
flight  test  from  1 6th  and  Third  streets 
based  their  immediate  reactions 
on  gut  feelings  and  comparisons  to 
other  intrusive  noises.  “It’s  a lot 
louder  than  I expected.”  said  Jennifer 
Marcucci,  who  lives  on  Kansas  Street 
between  22nd  and  23rd  streets. 
“It’s  way  louder  than  the  news 
helicopters."  said  Hampshire  Street 
resident  Karen  Cliffe.  A business 
representative  from  The  Gladstone 
Institute,  located  at  1650  Owens 
Street,  said  that  the  test  helicopter 
noise  seemed  comparable  to  the 
Caltrain  passing  under  Interstate 
280. 

Still,  many  residents  who  were 


unaware  of  the  test  flight  didn’t  notice 
that  it  had  occurred.  Employees  and 
shoppers  lingering  around  Farley’s 
Cafe  couldn’t  recall  hearing  a louder- 
than-average  helicopter  flying  nearby. 
Two  joggers  contently  chatted  at 
Pennsylvania  and  20th  streets  until 
someone  pointed  out  the  helicopter 
was  overhead,  to  which  one  jogger 
remarked,  "Oh,  that  is  quite  loud.” 

Unofficial  handheld  sound  meters 
at  16th  and  Third  streets  registered 
noise  levels  at  140  feet— the  height  of 
the  proposed  helipad— at  86  decibels 
using  “A- weighting”,  which  measures 
mid-range  frequencies,  and  104 
decibels  using  “C-weighting”,  which 
measures  low-range  frequencies. 
“That’s  louder  than  my  vacuum  at 
three  feet  away,”  said  Potrero  Hill 
resident  Rebecca  Sawyer,  who  has 
inventoried  sound  decibels  from 
household  items.  The  humming 
of  a refrigerator  is  approximately 
40  decibels,  conversational  speech 
approximately  60  decibels,  and  an 
accelerating  motorcycle  at  six  feet 
approximately  80  decibels.  “No  one’s 
sleeping  through  80  decibels,”  said 
Sawyer.  "My  alarm  clock  is  just  58 
decibels.” 

“It  was  loudest  when  it  was 
level  with  the  buildings  because  it 
seemed  to  ricochet  off  buildings,” 
said  De  Haro  Street  resident  Peter 
Rudolfi,  adding  “it  seemed  loudest 
going  west.”  In  San  Francisco,  with 
its  bumpy  terrain  and  irregular  wind 
patterns,  noise  generated  several 
meters  in  either  direction  can  alter 
sound  patterns  dramatically.  Cliffe 
called  a friend  who  was  in  a building 
near  Interstate  280  to  notify  her  that 
the  helicopter  was  overhead,  only  to 
realize  the  helicopter  was  actually 
still  over  the  bay. 

Several  residents  staked-out 
positions  that  were  an  equal  distance 
from  the  proposed  UCSF  landing  site 
as  their  homes  are  from  SFGH,  so 
that  they  could  measure  the  potential 
noise  from  SFGH's  proposed  helipad. 
If  approved  by  the  San  Francisco 
Board  of  Supervisors,  SFGH’s 
helipad  would  be  located  less  than 
a mile  from  the  proposed  UCSF 
site.  Unlike  UCSF  public  relations, 
which  notified  community  members, 
business  developers  and  government 
committees  of  their  test  flight  by 
email  and  ad  campaigns,  SFGH 
generated  much  less  media  attention 
leading  up  to  their  test  flight  more 
than  two  years  ago,  which  many 
residents  missed. 

Working  group  members  have 
already  started  to  float  ways  to 
monitor  the  helipad  if  it’s  ultimately 
approved  by  the  Board  of  Supervisors. 
These  include  suggestions  that  any 
agreement  be  revocable  should  flights 
be  flown  outside  path  restrictions; 
that  flight  logs,  listing  the  number 
of  flights  flown,  paths  taken,  origin, 
destination  and  age  of  patients,  be 
regularly  posted;  and  that  UCSF 
examine  use  of  NOTAR  helicopters, 
which  have  no  tail  rotors  and  produce 
less  noise,  but  may  have  lower 
performance  at  high  altitudes. 


Lia  Hillman,  Potrero  Branch,  Acting  Branch  Manager 

It  looks  like  we’ll  be  closing  sometime  after  Thanksgiving. 

The  Potrero  Branch  Library  Project  went  out  to  bid  in  September, 
with  proposals  due  in  late-October.  Stop  by  the  branch  to  find  out  the 
outcome.  Also  last  month  a community  meeting  was  held  to  present  the 
final  architectural  drawings  for  the  remodeled  library,  as  well  as  proposed 
furniture,  fixtures  and  equipment,  with  a generally  positive  response.  Meeting 
notes  are  available  at  the  branch. 

Check-out  the  Ubrary’s  Fall  selection  and  schedule  of  events,  including  author 
readings  and  book  discussions,  in  the  One  City  One  Book  brochure,  which 
can  be  found  at  any  branch,  or  visit  www.sfpl.org  for  more  information. 

No  special  programs  are  scheduled  for  this  month  due  to  the  library’s 
imminent  closure.  The  regularly  scheduled  program,  “Story-time  for 
Children,”  will  continue  at  the  usual  time:  Thursdays,  November  1. 8, 15, 29 
at  10:30  a.m.,  children  age  birth  to  five. 

Have  a wonderful  Thanksgiving  holiday! 


SELLING  Potrero  Hill  Homes  since  1982. 


Marianne  ScHiER  Angela  Rubin 


REStDENTfAL  REAL  ESTATE  SPECIALIST 
10  YEARS  OF  EXPERIENCE 


RESIDENTIAL  BROKERAGE 
YEARS  OF  EXPERIENCE 


415.345.3169  415.447.6210 

mschier(^pacunion.com  arubin@pacunic)n.com 
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Remember  to  Vote!  Tuesday  November  6th 
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Crosswalk  Heroes 

continued  from  front  page 

On  this  Friday  afternoon  it’s 
raining  hard.  Sonya,  who  gave  only 
her  first  name  is  strapped  head  to 
toe  in  her  reflective  armor  while 
torrential  rains  plummet  down 
around  her.  Her  eyes  dart  back  and 
forth  through  the  rain,  from  Folsom 
to  Cesar  Chavez  streets,  to  Folsom 
and  back  again,  as  she  prepares  for 
each  miniature  exodus  across  the 
great  plains  of  this  particularly  hectic 
San  Francisco  intersection. 

“There’s  many  car  accidents,  or 
almost  accidents.  It’s  still  dangerous 
with  parents  walking  their  kids,” 
said  Sonya,  who  decided  to  become 
a crossing  guard  after  the  previous 
guard,  with  whom  she  was  friendly, 
decided  to  leave  the  post  just  as 
Sonya’s  son  was  entering  Leonard 
R.  Flynn. 

With  a year’s  experience  as  a 
crossing  guard.  Sonya  has  developed 
a few  theories  about  how  to  improve 
street  safety  for  children.  She  believes 
that  a daily  patrol  by  a motorcycle 
cop  would  reduce  the  traffic  dangers 
associated  with  her  particular  street 
corner.  She  also  thinks  that  all 
middle  schools  should  have  crossing 
guards. 

According  to  Sonya,  San 
Franciscans  mistakenly  believe  that 
rainy  days  are  more  dangerous  than 
temperate  conditions.  She  pauses 
in  her  explanation  to  borrow  an 
umbrella  from  a passing  mother,  jams 
the  umbrella  into  an  increasingly 
growing  puddle,  which  prompts  the 


sewer  hole  to  emit  a huge  slurping 
sound  and  begin  to  suction-up  the 
water.  “Normal  conditions,”  she 
continued,  “are  just  as  bad,  because 
cars  aren’t  as  cautious.  It’s  always 
dangerous  for  the  students  no  matter 
what.” 

And  dangerous  for  Sonya  as  well, 
who  claims  not  a day  goes  by  when 
she  doesn’t  get  caught  in  the  middle 
of  the  hectic  intersection,  with 
seconds  to  sprint  to  safety.  Alexis,  a 
crossing  guard  field  trainer  stationed 
at  Potrero  Avenue  and  25th  Street, 
around  the  corner  from  Buena  Vista 
Alternative  Elementary,  explains 
that  crossing  guards  must  undergo 
extensive  training  sessions  three 
times  a year.  She  cannot  recall  a 
single  case  of  a crossing  guard  being 
injured  on  the  job  in  her  eight  years 
with  the  department. 

Alexis  became  a crossing  guard 
after  seeing  a newspaper  posting  for 
the  job,  and  has  steadily  advanced  in 
the  department.  She  began  her  career 
at  Cleveland  Elementary  School  in 
the  Excelsior  neighborhood,  and  was 
switched  to  Buena  Vista  Alternative 
Elementary  when,  in  2003,  four-year- 
old  Elizabeth  Dominguez  died  when 
a truck  collided  with  a Mitsubishi 
and  veered  onto  the  Potrero  Avenue 
sidewalk.  In  response  to  the  tragedy 
the  department  increased  the  number 
of  crossing  guards  on  duty  at  high- 
risk  comers. 

As  a field  trainer,  Alexis  ensures 
that  crossing  guards  are  well-versed 
in  their  craft.  “I  train  them  in  the 
streets.  I show  them  the  proper  way 
to  face  outward,  how  to  look  for 


oncoming  traffic,  to  make  eye  contact 
with  the  people  in  the  vehicles,  to 
be  the  first  one  to  step  off  the  curb 
to  the  street,  and  keep  the  children 
behind  them.” 

The  intersections  staffed  by 
crossing  guards  are  not  chosen  for 
their  proximity  to  schools  alone, 
but  as  a result  of  a wide  range  of 
factors.  City  traffic  engineers  observe 
heavily-traveled  comers  to  survey 
how  many  students,  senior  citizens, 
and  disabled  pedestrians  cross  the 
street  at  peak  times  throughout  the 
day. 

There’s  a high  retention  rate 
amongst  crossing  guards,  said  Alexis, 
who  takes  pride  in  knowing  her 
guards  show  up  twice  daily  during 
school  days  without  fail,  unless 


they're  sick  or  there’s  a death  in 
the  family.  “They  get  to  know  the 
children  by  name,  they  get  to  know 
the  parents  by  name,  they  get  to  know 
the  principal,  the  school  staff,”  she 
said.  “All  the  children  that  cross  the 
street  look  forward  to  the  crossing 
guards.” 

Sonya  hopes  to  never  miss  a 
school  day,  especially  since  “other 
parents  may  not  do  it  as  well”  as  she 
does.  Being  a crossing  guard  is  not 
so  much  a job  as  a responsibility, 
she  said.  Alexis  agrees;  she  waits 
an  extra  30  minutes  after  the  official 
end  of  her  shift  to  accompany  a child 
whose  parents  work  during  the  day, 
demonstrating  that  affection  between 
crossing  guards  and  students  is  a 
two-way  street. 


Instant  book  club.  Just  add  friends. 


San  Francisco  Public  LU>rary 


FRltNK 


ONECITY 

ONEBOOK 

San  Francisco  Reads 
Fall  2007  • www.sfpl.org 

Book  discussions  - Author  events 
High  school  visits  • Book  Group  Therapy 
Genealogy  workshops 
Movie  series  ' Lunchtime  readings 
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iHi  SAN  r«ANClSCO  fOUNOATlON 
rkr 


95  SCUAtChMSD 

fSS  I 


OPEN 
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www.rainbow.coop 


AINBOW 

A Worker-Owned  Cooperative 


745 


• Certified  SF  Green  Business 

• Support  of  local  farmers  & 
organic  farming  practices 

• In-store  recycling  & composting 

• Native  plant  garden 

• Solar  heating  & lighting  system 

• Donations  to  local  non-profits 
& schools 

• Extensive  bulk  foods  selection 

• Incentives  for  reuse  of  your  bags 
& containers  for  bulk  purchases 

• Discount  offered  to  members  of 
the  SF  Bike  Coalition 

IFOLSOM  STREET  • SAN  FRANCISCO  • CA  94103 

ROCERY 


Support  your  local 
Green  Business! 


415.863.0620 


Worker-Owned  & operated 
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GETTING 

INVOLVED 


Dogpatch  Neighborhood  Association  usually  meets  the  second  Tuesday  of 
each  even-numbered  month.  The  next  meeting  is  December  1 1 , at  Sundance 
Coffee  on  Third  Street  at  20th  Street  from  7 to  9 p.m. 


Potrero  Boosters  meets  the  last  Tuesday  of  each  month  at  7 p.m.  (social  time 
begins  at  6;30  p.m.)  in  the  wheelchair-accessible  Game  Room  of  the  Potrero 
Hill  Neighborhood  House,  953  DeHaro  Street.  For  more  information,  visit 
www.potreroboosters.org  or  contact  President  Tony  Kelly  at  341.8040  or 
president@potreroboosters.org.  Next  meeting;  November  27.  7 p.m. 

Potrero  Hill  Association  of  Merchants  & Businesses  (PHAMB)  meets  the 
second  Tuesday  of  each  month  at  10  a.m.  at  Goat  Hill  Pizza,  corner  of 
Connecticut  and  18th  streets.  Visit  wvrw.potrerohill.biz  or  call  341.8949. 
Next  meeting:  November  13,  10  a.m. 

Bayview  Police  Station  Captain’s  Community  Meeting  is  held  on  the  first 
Tuesday  of  each  month  in  the  Bayview  Police  Station  Community  Room  at 
201  William  Street.  Access  can  be  gained  by  entering  through  the  Newhall 
Street  door.  Next  meeting:  November  6,  6 p.m. 

Potrero  Hill  Democratic  Club  meets  the  First  Tuesday  of  each  month  at 
7 p.m.  at  the  Potrero  Hill  Neighborhood  House.  953  DeHaro  St.  For  more 
information,  call  648.6740,  www. PHDemClub.org.  There  will  be  no  meeting 
in  November,  since  it  falls  on  election  day.  PLEASE  VOTE.  Next  Meeting: 
December  4, 


Starr  King  Openspace  Board  of  Directors  meets  the  third  Tuesday  of  each 
odd-numbered  month  at  7 p.m.  at  the  Potrero  Branch  Library,  1616  20th 
Street.  Volunteer  for  the  Park  work  days  continue  every  month  on  the  third 
Saturday  from  9 a.m.  to  1 p.m.  For  more  information,  call  819.4900.  Next 
meeting:  November  20,  Next  Volunteer  Day:  November  17 

Potrero  Hill  Garden  Club  usually  meets  the  last  Sunday  of  the  month  at  11 
a.m.  for  a potluck  lunch  in  a local  home  or  garden.  Discussions  are  held  on 
subjects  related  to  organic,  edible,  or  ornamental  gardening  appropriate  for 
Potrero  Hill’s  microclimate.  Call  648.6740  for  details. 


TIRE  SALE 

HANKOOK 
SUPER  VALUE 


RADIALS 


* Road  Hazard  Warranty 

* Free  Replacement  Limited  Warranty 

* 320  BC  Rated 

* FREE  TIRE  ROTATION 


Leo's  Tire  & Brake 

2230  3rd.  Street,  San  Francisco 
Hours:  M-F8-6 

Phone:  861-4300 


* ALIGNMENTS 

* BALANCING 

* TIRE  CHAINS 

* WHEELS 


best  hrazilian  in  town! 


bring  this  ad  in  and  get 
brazilian  + brow  for 


5 65 
/ 


Men's  waxing  too! 

1756  18th  St  @ Carolina 
415.215.7678 

ionni@lonnispunani.com 


Superior 

Service 

Guaranteed 


CELICA  SALON 

Your  Aufo  Specialist  Since  1979 


BBB 

“1“ 


Full  Automotive  Service 


All  Japanese  Cars,  VWs  & Imported  SUVs 

1 633  Valencia  Street 


415-647-2355  • Shuttle  to  BART  • www.cellcasalon.com  • Mon  ■ Fri  8am  ■ 6pm 


SAN  FRANCISCO 

AUTO  Repair  Center 

(415)285-8588 


OPEN  7 DAYS  A WEEK 

Smog  Check  & Repair  Available  7 Days 


FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  AUTO  REPAIRS 
OFFICIAL  CALIFORNIA  SMOG  STATION 
1 2 MONTH  WARRANTY  ON  ML  REPAIRS 

Free  Shuttle  Service  te  ft  from  BART,  Downtown  ft  Neartiy 
Nelghborhoodt  4 Basic  Auto  Repair  Classes  ^ *Oo-tt-Yourw 
Membership  Available  ♦ Dependable,  Ouaranteed  Work  at 
Honest  Prices 


Used  Car  Pr^urchase  Olagnostk;  Inspection  Service 
Emisskms  Systems/Smog  Test  failure  Diagnosb  & Repair 
Tune  U{VLube  Servke/Reguiar  Maintersance 
Cooling  Systems  • RarSators  • Overheating 
T1mlr>g  Belts  * Brakes  * dutches  • General  Repairs 
Air  Conditioning/Heaters  • Check  Engine  Light 
Etecttical  ProblemsyRewlring/Short  Circuits 
Wirtdows/DoorsyVandaHsm  Repairs  • Four-Wheel  Drive  Service 
Strvts/Shocks/Suspenslon/Steerlng  • CV  Joint  & Axle  Service 
Computer  Diagnostics  • OriveabiOty  Problems 
Ertgine  ft  Transmission  Rebuilding  & Replacement 

since  197$ 

(415)285-8588 

611  FLORIDA  STREET  (Near  1 8th),  S.F.,CA  941 10 
Batwean  Harrison  ft  Bryant  Streets 
Ml  Major  CradH  Card*  ft  ATM  Aecaptad 


$10 

OFF 

SMOG  INSPECTION 


FREE 

BRAKE 
& SAFETY 
INSPECTION 

($60  Vatuel 


$10 

OFF 


OIL  CHANGE 


# 


orncMt  o«MS  rwunw 
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Classified  Ads 


$15  for  the  first  four  lines,  40  characters  (with  spaces)  per  line.  Additional  Lines:  $2  each. 
25%  discount  for  ads  booked  and  paid  for  one  year  in  advance.  Call  626.8723  or  email 
office@potreroview.net.  Mail  payments  to:  View  Want  Ads,  2325  Third  Street,  Suite  344, 
San  Francisco,  CA  94107.  Deadline:  18th  of  the  month. 


Food  & Nutrition  Services 

GOURMET  VEGETARIAN  CUISINE:  De- 


of your  work  and  supported  by  your  stuff?  pgt  Services 
I am  a long-time  Potrero  Hill  resident,  a 


Art  and  Music 

PIANO  LESSONS  ON  THE  HILL,  Private 
piano  and/or  composition  lessons.  All  ages 
and  styles  w/  caring  professional.  25  yrs 
exp.  Teaching  and  performing  in  S.F.  18- 
year  Pickle  Family  Circus  music  director. 
jeffrey@gaeto.com  or  415.648.8930. 

ATTENTION  ARTISTS:  Goat  Hill  Pizza  is 
looking  for  local  artists  to  show  their  work 
at  the  restaurant.  Please  call  Alicia  Wong 
at  641.1440  if  you  are  interested. 

PIANO  LESSONS  with  patience  and  hu- 
mor. All  ages,  all  styles.  Former  member 
of  the  Pickle  Family  Circus  and  SF  Mime 
Troupe.  Randy  Craig  415.334.2451. 

FREE  INTRODUCTORY  DANCE  LESSON. 
Scottish  Country  Dancing  is  fun,  social  and 
energetic.  Join  us  on  Thursday  September 
6 at  8 PM  at  the  Noe  Valley  Ministry,  1021 
Sanchez  Street  at  23  rd  St.  No  experience 
or  partner  necessary.  Basic  class  starts 
September  13.  Visit  our  web  site  www.sf- 
scottishdancers.org  or  call  415-841-9456 
for  more  information. 

Community  Activities 

SENIORS  (60+)  DON'T  EAT  LUNCH 
ALONE.  Join  us  for  daily  lunch  and  add 
to  your  social  life.  Mon-Fri,  hot  nutritious 
meals-your  first  time  with  us  you  get  a 
free  lunch!  Bingo,  cards,  birthday  celebra- 
tions, special  events,  and  other  activities. 
For  more  information,  call  Dolores  Maghari 
at  415.826.8080.  PH  Neighborhood 
House,  953  De  Haro  St. 

MORNING  WALKERS  IN  POTRERO  HILL 
Meeting  at  6:00  a.m.  in  front  of  Jay’s  Deli 
(20th  and  Connecticut).  For  information: 
In  August,  call  Ruth  - 738-0420.  In  Sep- 
tember, call  Marina  - 378-8002. 

Computer/Phone/Stereo  Services 

CHARLIE  THE  PHONE  GUY:  Residence/ 
business/home  office  phone/ethernet 
wiring.  FAX/modem/DSL.  Dead  jacks 
made  live!  Free  estimates.  On-time  ap- 
pointments. 415.641.8410.  Charlie® 
sfphoneguy.com. 

STEREO  REPAIR  AND  HOME  THEATER 
SETUP  MADE  EASY.  Gene's  Sound 
Service  offers  in-home  stereo  repair  and 

system  trouble-shooting;  Audio,  video, 
and  home  theater  set-up,  with  convenient 
day,  evening,  and  Saturday  appointments. 
"Gene  is  honest  and  knows  his  stuff.  Give 
him  a try."  Bobby  McFerrin.  Call  Gene  at 
415.377.1258. 

COMPUTER  PROBLEMS  DRIVING  YOU 
BUGGY?  We  fix  problems!  25  years  in- 
dustry experience.  Software  or  hardware 
consulting;  setup/  troubleshoot  wireless 
networks.  Work  with  individuals,  small 
businesses,  or  professionals.  Patience 
with  non-technical  folks  a specialty.  Rob 
415.244.3305.  At  your  service!  www. 
SFComputech.com  or  email  rob@sfcom- 
putech.com 

ALL  THINGS  MACINTOSH:  Trouble 
shooter  for  hire.  New  computer?  Odd  er- 
rors? Print  problems?  Upgrades,  repair, 
training,  wireless.  Our  shop  or  We  come 
to  you  or  Ruth/Eugene:  695-1956. 

QUICKBOOKS  ASSISTANCE  & BOOK- 
KEEPING SVCS.  We  make  QuickBooks 
work  for  you  - systems.  Training,  reports, 
clean  up,  reconciliations,  tune  ups.  Busi- 
ness results  for  management  decisions. 
Deborah  864.0770,  www.lardiecompany. 
com. 


livered  to  your  doorstep.  Diverse  menus, 
naturally  low  in  fat.  cholesterol  & salt. 
Treat  yourself  right!  Gift  cert,  avail.  For 
menus,  call  Jane  415.826.2133,  www. 
peatcuisine.com. 

Garden  Services 

COMPLETE  GARDEN  CARE.  I will  help 
your  garden  evolve  into  a natural  par- 
adise. Maintenance,  renovation,  or- 
ganic soil  building.  California  native 
plants  a specialty.  Call  Jeannine  Zenti  at 
415.642.0246. 

Health,  Healing  & Beauty 

YOGA  Monday,  Wednesday,  and  Friday 
eves  with  Nancy  Clarke  at  YOGASITA! 
Beginners,  MW  5 to  6PM;  All  Levels, 
W 6:30  to  8PM,  F 6 to  7:30PM.  1501 
Mariposa  #308  (at  Arkansas)  415.864. 
SITA.  yogasitasf.com. 

RESTORATIVE  YOGA  - YOGA  FOR  SE- 
NIORS Reverse  aging.  Regain  & main- 
tain physical  health  & emotional  well 
being.  35  yrs.  experience.  Call  Gary  at 
415.551.7710  for  info. 

SPORTS/ORTHOPEDIC  MASSAGE  thera- 
py, 15  years  experience  manual  therapies, 
professional/olympic  athletes.Injury/pain 
rehabdow  back,  sciatica,  neck/shoulder, 
carpal  tunnel)  chronic/tough  cases  wel- 
come. Weekend  appointments,  hill  loca- 
tion-soma acupuncture  kevin  burns, cmt 
415.902.8068,  kevin@sfsportsmassage. 
com. 

HOLISTIC  CHIROPRACTOR  16  years  on 
the  Hill.  Alleviate  pain  & stiffness  with 
acute  or  chronic  muscular  & joint  prob- 
lems. Light  to  heavy  techniques  used. 
Also,  great  massage  therapists  available. 
Call  Dr.  Ann  Brinkley  415.282.2574. 

HATE  GETTING  BURNED?  Call  Cinnamon 
Girl  at  Hair  Help  Salon  415.621.4011  and 
treat  yourself  to  the  glow  of  a faux  tan. 
Private,  professional  and  personalized  ap- 
plication. Walk  away  radiant  in  less  than 
20  minutes  with  a sun  kissed  look  that 
lasts  5-7  days. 

SWEDISH/DEEP  TISSUE  MASSAGE.  Pro- 
fessional, Therapeutic,  Non-Sexual.  13 
Years  Exp.  $50/hour.  415.285.5526. 

YOGA  with  Nancy  Clarke  MWF  eves  at 
YOGASITA,  1501  Mariposa  #308  @ 
Arkansas,  yogasitasf.com  415-864-SlTA 
Good.  Clean.  Fun. 

CERTIFIED  MASSAGE  THERAPIST 
WANTED:  PART-TIME.  % age  of  hourly 
fee  collected  or  "SPACE"  available  for  mo/ 
rental  fee.  We  have  some  clients  to  refer. 
Have  resume.  Call  Dr.  "B"  @ 282-2574 
“POTRERO  HILL  HEALING  ARTS”. 

Home  Services 

PICTURE  FRAMER.  Affordable  fram- 
ing. 50-70%  less  than  anyone  In  the 
city.  Bernal  Heights.  Phone  for  price 
415.550.9248.  Douglas  Elliott  Museum 
Standard  Framing. 

OVERWHELMED  BY  CLUTTER?  RELO- 
CATING? As  featured  on  HGTV,  NPR  & 
The  Chronicle.  ShipShape  offers  expert, 
simple  solutions  to  what  goes  where. 
We  cut  through  clutter,  defrazzle  moves, 
install  closets  & restore  simplicity  & 
peace  of  mind  to  busy  lives.  Home/Clos- 
ets/Office/Packing & More.  Shipshape. 
com/415.550.0658. 

ORGANIZE  YOUR  TIME.  PAPER,  SPACE. 
Want  to  feel  in  control  of  your  time,  on  top 


member  of  NAPO,  and  would  like  to  help 
you.  Call  for  a no-obligation  consultation: 
Linda  James  415.285.3266. 

CLEANING  PROFESSIONAL.  20  Years  Ex- 
perience. Apartments,  homes,  or  offices. 
Roger  Miller,  415.664.0513. 

DO  YOU  NEED  HOUSECLEANING?  We 
will  do  it  for  you.  Call  Sara  & Marco  415. 
310.8838. 

PROFFESIONAL  HOUSECLEANING.  Sys- 
tematic, consistent,  detail  oriented.  20  yrs 
excellent  refs.  CALL  NOW  FOR  FREE  EST. 
Wkly,  Bi  or  lx  mov  in/out.  All  specialties. 
Deana  510.547.2469, 

HANDYMAN/CARPENTER.  Hang  a door, 
build  or  repair  a fence  or  deck,  shelves, 
sheet  rock.  I do  good  work  at  a reason- 
able price.  Robert  415.566.3389. 

HANDYMAN/  MIKE.  Electrical,  Carpentry, 
Custom  woodwork,  Decks,  Doors,  Dry  rot 
Fences,  Garbage  disposal.  Locks,  Siding, 
Molding,  Painting,  Plumbing,  Toilet,  Sheet- 
rock,  Stairs,  Tile.  415.756.9896. 

HANDYMAN  MIKE.  Your  local,  small 
project  guy.  Woodworking,  painting,  dry- 
wall,  tile,  doors/windows,  lights,  electri- 
cal/plumbing, hanging,  installations  and 
more.  Call  415.435.7981. 

J.A.  EMMANUEL  CONSTRUCTION. 
State  License  #861994.  General 
Building  Contractor.  Residential  and 
commercial.  New  construction,  ad- 
ditions, kitchens,  bathrooms,  garage 
additions,  general  carpentry,  retaining 
wall,  fences,  stairs,  skylights,  stucco, 
windows,  doors,  plumbing,  electrical, 
roofing,  painting.  Customer  Satisfaction. 
Quality  service  at  reasonable  rates!  18 
years  experience.  Free  estimates  from 
your  plans  or  ours.  Call  415.902.2469. 
www.jaemmanuelconstruction.com. 

BEST  PRICE  * BEST  PRODUCT  Car- 
pentry Fences  Decks  Stairs  Windows 
Doors  Tile  Setting  Seismic  & Structural 
Bathroom  & Kitchen  Remodeling  Serv- 
ing San  Francisco  Neighborhoods  for  20 
years  Handyperson  services:  Just  Fix  it 
Now!  415.  282.5406. Licensed  Bonded 
and  Insured  CSL#  888938. 

ARCHITECTURAL  SERVICES  Realize 
your  home's  potential  today!  Neighbor- 
hood Architect  with  20  years  experience 
available  for  residential  or  commercial 
renovation  and  construction.  Please  call 
Bradley  Davidson  A.I.A.,  415.370.8291, 
bradleydavidsonarchitect.com,  Califor- 
nia. License.  #C-23182. 

CARPENTRY/RESTORATION.  Int.&  Ext. 
carpentry  and  painting,  dryrot,  pest 
report,  docks,  fences,  structural  and 
seismic,  sheetrock  and  stucco  repair,  roof 
leaks,  tree  trimming  and  hauling.  FAR 
WEST  RESTORATIONS  & CONSTRUC- 
TION CA.  Lie.  #751689.  Jim  Kennedy 
415.263.0516. 

Insurance  Services 

LONG  TERM  CARE  SPECIALIST.  Free 
consultation.  Experienced  broker  helps 
individuals/small  businesses  plan  ahead. 
Lee  Abet  Bandele  415.821.2271. 

Miscellaneous 

DREAMGROUP— 8 Week  classes  to 
start  TUESDAY,  7-9  PM.  No  experience 
necessary.  Uses  Jeremy  Taylor  Projective 
Dreamwork.  $96.00  payable  in  advance 
or  $12.00  drop-in  fee  to  visit  fierst  time 
to  check  it  out.  For  information,  call  Jana 
Hutcheson,  415.647.7517. 


PEACEFUL  KINGDOM  PETSITTING  We 
offer  gentle,  attentive  care  for  your  be- 
loved pets  and  peace  of  mind  when  you 
are  away.  Cat  care  and  medications  are 
our  specialty.  Serving  Potrero  Hill  and 
San  Francisco  pets  for  10  years.  JoAnn 
415.920.1973. 

TRU-LUV  CATSITTING  ON  HILL  Long- 
time SF/SPCA  volunteer  and  cat-lover. 
Care  for  your  cat(s)  as  if  they  were  my 
own  for  your  complete  peace  of  mind. 
5 years  exp.  Potrero,  Bernal,  and  Noe. 
Bonded  and  References.  415.285.5526. 
Low  Rates. 

Akc  Registered  English  Bulldog  Super 
Stunning  "PRINCESS"  Spectacular  little 
Bulldog,  Playful,  and  look  so  nice  a cute 
bulldog,  Fabulous  Markings,  Tiny  Petite 
Body.  Hard  to  find  Better  Anywhere  with 
the  most  lovable  Kissy  Personality.look- 
ing  for  great  home  to  join  and  a caring 
family  for  adoption,she’s  vet  check,shot 
up  to  date,love  greater  attention,health 
guaranteed  and  de-wormed.contact  don- 
aldpopps@yahoo.com  for  details. 

Photograpy 

VIDEO  SPECIALIST.  It’s  About  Time 
Productions  offers  video  filming,  video 
transfer,  DVD-VHS-web  media  transfer, 
digital  photography,  photo  book,  photo 
DVD-VHS.  Call  or  email  415.260.4141, 
ericfazio@sbcglobal.net. 

POTRERO  VIEW  PHOTOGRAPHER  avail- 
able for  family  portraits,  celebrations  etc. 
Reasonable  rates;  friendly  approach  paula 
eve  aspin  415.425.1218. 

Rentals 

CHARMING  GARDEN  APARTMENT  One 
BR,  2-night  minimum.  Fireplace,  patio, 
deck,  French  doors.  415.641.4488. 

MEETING/EVENT  RENTAL  SPACE  avail- 
able at  Slovenian  Hall.  Facilities:  dining 
room  w/  stage,  dance  floor,  barroom  & 
meeting  room.  Call  415.864.9629. 

SPARE  ROOM?  Host  foreign  students! 
$500  per  week  with  15  hrs  English 
tutoring.  1 to  4 weeks.  Families  w/ 
teens  especially  needed.  More  info,  Rita 
415.724.9887. 

VACATION  RETREAT  FOR  POTRERO 
HILLIANS.  Calistoga/St.  Helena  area.  3 
bdrms,  2 baths,  sleeps  6 (max).  Lg  decks 
w/views  of  stream,  woods  & meadow. 
Fireplace  w/wood  supplied.  30  acres. 
Trails.  All-year  stream,  Dogs  OK.  3 night 
wkend=$450;  week=$800  or  4 wks  at 
$2400.  415.647.3052.  Photos  at  http:// 
home.earthlink,net/~springmount/. 

PART-TIME  OFFICE  SPACE  FOR  RENT. 
Great  for  acupuncturist  or  CMT  or  other 
prof.  Large,  lovely,  light-filled  room.  AvI. 
Th,  F,  S & Su.  2nd  Rm  inci  w/rent  on  S & 
Su.  $600.00/mo.  Utl's  incl.  Est.  holistic 
D.C.  and  massage  clinic  on  the  hill... just 
above  Farley’s!  282.2574. 

SPACIOUS  AND  BEAUTIFUL  furnished 
guest  garden  apartment  w/kitchen.  Pri- 
vate. 1/2  bik  to  restaurants.  Non-smoking. 
Short  term  only.  415.861.3208. 

Tutorials 

END  HOMEWORK  HASSLES.  Family 
time’s  better  spent,  www.mystudybuddy. 
org.  Jane  Radcliffe  415.586.4577. 
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Enjoy  the  View  with  the  ease  of  home  delivery! 
Support  your  community  newspaper  for  Just  $30  a year 


To  subscribe  now  you  can- 
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-Call  US  at  626.8723 

-Email  or  send  a Paypal 
payment  to  office@potreroview.net 

-Mail  your  check,  with  complete 
address  information,  to: 

The  Potrero  View 
2325  Third  Street,  Suite  344 
San  Francisco,  CA  94107 


South-of-Market  resident  Tom  Donald 
enjoys  the  View  in  Mumbai,  India,  i 
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SoDsct  iption  Order  Form 

Payment 

We  accept  the  following  forms  of  payment  check,  cash,  money  order  or  Paypal.  If  paying  via  Paypal,  the  email  address  to  use  is 
bitlingfgipotreroview.net  Send  mall  to:  2325  Third  Street  Suite  344,  San  Francisco.  CA  94107 

Contact  Information 

Name: — — — Telephone: 

Address: Email: 

Fax:  


Subscription  Information 

This  Subscription  is:  New  / Renewal  (Circle  One) 

Start  Date: End  Date: 

TOTAL  COST:  $ 

2325  Third  Street  Suite  344,  San  Francisco  CA  94107  415.626.8723  office@potreroview 
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Yours — up  to 


in  Safeway  Gift  Cards 


Get  a FREE  $10  gift  card 
when  you  get  a quote 
on  AAA  Insurance  or 
consult  with  a vacation 
specialist.  Buy  a policy 
or  book  a tour  or  cruise 
and  get  $50  more!* 

Of^er  expires  i*nu«ry  Z,  2008 


ssoGira: 


(^7 

Life's  too  short  to  wait  in  line  at  the  DMV. 

Come  celebrate  Potrero  Hill's  newest  convenience. 


Join  your  neighbors  at  our  Opening  Celebration 

Discover  select  DMV  services  without  the  DMV  lines,  the  personal  service  of  our  full-service 
worldwicJe  travel  agency,  and  great  rates  on  AAA  Insurance.  Come  to  our  four-day  celebration 
and  enter  for  a chance  to  win  a $1,000  gift  certificate  for  AAA  Travel,  a portable  Magellan®  GPS 
and  other  exciting  prizes. 


Open  House 

November  7-9,  8:30  AM-5:30  PM 

Featured  travel  partners  (on-site  from 
10  AM-2  PM): 

■ Wednesday:  Royal  Caribbean  & Carnival 

■ Thursday:  Princess  Cruises 

■ Friday:  Pleasant  Holidays 


Grand  Opening  Celebration 

Saturday,  November  10,  10  am-2  pm 

Featured  travel  partner:  Holland  America 

Get  free  tickets  to  the  San  Francisco  Auto 
Show!  Saturday  only,  (while  supplies  lasty 

AAA  Potrero  Center 

2300  16th  Street  @ Bryant 
(415)  255-2722 


*0ne  Safeway  gift  card  per  household  Valid  only  at  the  AAA  Potrero  branch  while  supplies  last 
Safeway  and  its  related  companies  specifically  disclaim  any  liability  with  respect  to  any  AAA  Insurance 
or  travel  offer  and  any  insurance  coverage  or  travel  packages  purchased.  Safeway  is  not  a sponsor  or 
cosponsor  of  this  promotion,  nor  are  they  affiliated  with  AAA 
tone  ticket  per  person  (max  2 per  household,  while  supplies  last) 

02007  California  Stale  Automobile  Association 


Get  More  Get  AAA. 


